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President’s Report
Greg Lynch
Darwin for President!
Greg Lynch
Charles Darwin (1809-82) was of course the great English
naturalist and geologist, whose most famous publication “On
the Origin of Species” is considered to be the foundation of
evolutionary biology. If Darwin were around today he would
be able to witness the impact of his monumental contributions to science, society, politics, religion, and culture, and also
likely take some satisfaction from the broad consensus that has
emerged whereby natural selection is recognized as the basic
mechanism of evolution. Darwin's scientific discovery is the
unifying theory of the life sciences, explaining the diversity
of life, and bringing much joy (and employment) to legions of
palaeontologists ever since.
I bring up Darwin because in perusing the business literature
to prepare this column, I stumbled across a number of articles
drawing parallels between Darwinism, evolutionary theory and
the ups and downs of the business world. Evolutionary theory
for business is seemingly a big deal, and receiving attention
through conferences, publications, academia, business people,
and granting agencies. It’s been suggested that Darwin would
have made a great CEO, and today at many of the world's most
successful companies, evolution is standard strategy. You’ve
heard it all before, “survival of the fittest”, “natural selection”,
“variation/inheritance”, “competition”, tenets of both business
and natural sciences.
With this in mind, considering the stresses, challenges, and
pressures that we have faced in the past year we have been
forced to make changes, adapt, and evolve in order to survive.
Having said that, just “surviving” is not what we have in mind,
and we are making adjustments which will allow us to continue to
“thrive” and occupy new and exciting niches, while solidifying our
core program. Some of these adaptations are discussed below.
Some have suggested to me that it was maybe a bit unlucky to
step into the Presidency during one of the greatest downturns
in the oil and gas sector, and then look at me as though we are
at the end Permian times. Well times are tough for sure, for
instance while taking the consumer price index into account our
balance sheet for the year is on par with lows of the 1980’s. But

we survived that, and I actually gain a sense of achievement in
tackling a challenge, doing the best one can do, and seeing it
through in tough times. Early in 2015 with strategic plan in hand,
and eye to our Mission Statement I realized that my focus for
2016 would be on identifying and maintaining key core activities,
while diversifying into new areas, all the while implementing
cost cutting measures out of necessity and reducing overhead.
Beginning with overhead reductions, I am happy to announce
that CSPG is moving offices. Most members have become
familiar with and appreciate our current location in downtown
Calgary on Fifth Avenue adjacent to the Petroleum Club; it’s
been a convenient centralized spot. The rent however is too
expensive., particularly within the context of the current office
vacancy rate in Calgary which has recently been as high as 25%.
Although still under lease, we have managed to reach a new
agreement with our landlord within their portfolio of available
spaces, and so we are now moving two blocks down the street
to ground floor space at the Aquitaine Tower, 540 5 Ave SW,
and so still remain centralized with this new arrangement, at a
substantial cost savings. Actually, it’s back to the future as this
marks a return to the same location we occupied in 2000-05, so
will also be familiar to some. We will be moved by Christmas
time, ready for the New Year, and when you come by for information, meetings or technical sessions you will discover certain
advantages – which on top of the ground floor storefront includes
a larger in-office meeting room, as well as the magnificent 2nd
floor CSPG geoLOGIC Classroom with 100 person capacity.
Since the recent downturn in oil & gas the Canadian Association
of Petroleum Producers (CAPP) estimates that 44,000 direct
jobs have been lost, and that indirect job loss may be on the
order of 110,000. There are other scenarios of course, and
some debate the numbers, but the totals are frighteningly high
in all cases. Indeed the pain of the oil price crash has mostly
been expressed through job losses, and many people are going
through a particularly tough time in their life, including many
CSPG members. Unfortunately, the CSPG office staff has also
been affected by this trend; we have had a decrease in staffing
from seven to five, with also two additional departures for
maternity leave, which leaves us with three remaining core staff
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members with consulting help to shoulder
the load finishing out the year. We are
also looking to additional volunteer help
to fill the gap.
To assist those currently between jobs, or
in transition, we have offered a free one
year membership allowing individuals to
stay connected, current, and positive. Free
courses have been offered in collaboration
with affiliate societies, and CSPG Division
luncheons provide weekly free access to
a whole range of high quality technical
presentations where individuals can learn
and network. These activities contribute
toward critical training or Professional
Development Hours (PDH), which will
help CSPG members in maintaining their
status with APEGA and other professional
licensing bodies. Another way to add
directly to PDHs, and build your resume
would be through volunteering at the
CSPG, which can be very rewarding on
many levels, including meeting people,
learning new skills, or implementing your
plan or vision which may benefit the rest
of the community. Networking and knowledge sharing is also available through our
GeoMatch service which pairs mentors
with mentees, along four categories;
Young Geoscience Professionals, Women
in Geoscience, In-Transition Geoscientists,

and Newcomers to Canada. On top of
this, additional geoCAFE events have now
been planned bringing together mentors,
mentees, and is open to all members.
geoCAFE also contribute to PDH hours,
at no cost. For more information on
GeoMatch and geoCAFE go to our website
or visit the office.
From feedback in recent CSPG member
surveys, it is clear that our publications
are highly valued by the members and
remain a core priority. However, we
have had to address the lack of advertising support for the Reservoir as well
as e-newsletter. As a consequence the
Board has made the decision to commence
publishing the Reservoir on a bimonthly
basis, beginning in January, to reduce our
losses. In due course, we would return
to our regular publication schedule for
the Reservoir once sponsorship can be
found and is break-even or profitable in
the books. Furthermore, if you joined
us in September at the CSPG Technical
Luncheon, you noticed the venue change
to the Marriott. This venue is better scaled
to the current participation levels, and will
be our new TL ‘home’ for the winter and
spring. Here also we would likely resume
with our traditional spot at TELUS once
attendance climbs.

For this year the CSPG Board, Executive
Committee, and Staff have embraced
change in a manner which will allow us
to evolve and flourish – they comprise
an exceptional visionary group. CSPG
Members have been engaged, supportive,
patient, and have provided input and
suggestions. Of course the 300+ volunteers
provide the bulk of the total manpower,
and all efforts big or small have made a
difference. Sponsors are critical partners
without whom we could not exist, and as
we are started our new fiscal year2017 this
September, our top Partnering sponsors
currently are Alberta Energy Regulator,
geoLOGIC Systems Ltd., AGAT Laboratories,
Tourmaline Oil Corp., the University of
Calgary, Weatherford Canada Partnership, and CSPG Foundation. We have an
additional 115 sponsors. To all of our
sponsors, on behalf of all our members,
we would like to express our gratitude.
Also, I can now truly appreciate and
understand the wisdom of the nesting
habits of past CSPG executives, who have
built up reserves in good times, which if
properly managed will see us through
into the future for a long time to come
– thanks to all.
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Finance Report
Scott Leroux
Financial Overview of the CSPG 2016 Fiscal Year
The CSPG 2016 fiscal year ran from September 1, 2015 through
to August 31, 2016.
From bad to worse. It is a simple, yet accurate way to summarize
the latest year for not only the CSPG, but our entire industry.
2016 has been one of the toughest years in decades (not seen
since the 1980s) and the decline has been felt across almost
every facet of our society. It has not been the easiest year to
assume the role of Finance Director, however I have learnt a lot
in these challenging times and have enjoyed working with an
exceptional team both in the office and on the volunteer board.
The CSPG has had another tough year, however, thanks to years
of profits, savings, and the wisdom of past executives and staff
we are still in sound financial shape for 2017. We are budgeting
again for another loss but we will make it through to the other
side and continue to thrive.
As the executive warned in our June Reservoir issue, we
were tracking a loss greater than the $306,048 approved by
the board of directors last year. Our audited financials show
that the estimated loss was $ 407,863 compared to a loss of
$229,126 in 2015 fiscal year. Savings during profitable years
has positioned the CSPG with an Internally Restricted Rainy
Day fund of $1.02 MM and an unrestricted fund of $ 756K at
year end. Our portfolio continues to be conservatively invested
with an asset mix of approximately 80% Fixed Income and 20%
Equities. Operationally, we brought in $1.3 MM in Revenue
(down from $1.9 MM last year) and had $1.7 MM in Expenses
(also down from $2.2 MM in 2015). Most of this year’s budget
shortfall was the result of, a GeoConvention Partnership loss
of ~$12,000 and a minimum pre-negotiated profit from the
ACE conference. In most years, both events would have been
huge income generators; however, this year they both tracked
well under the budgeted predictions (the CSPG did not operate
either event). Other factors that severely affected the budget
was lower attendance at all of our events, reduced sponsorship
as well as a declining membership. Overall, total membership
numbers have declined again this year by 20% while the “in
transition” number is up dramatically from 2015 (from 37 to
251). On a positive note, student membership is up 10% from

last year. We have made operational cuts to minimize our losses
and this year the CSPG will not be making a contribution to
the CSPG Foundation. As in previous years, our fully audited
Financial Statements will be available on the cspg.org website
by the end of November.
Since the CSPG is a Not-For-Profit society our success is not
measured by our profits. It always good to remind ourselves
that we are a Technical Society and that the mission of the CSPG
is to advance the professions of the energy geosciences – as it
applies to geology, foster the scientific, technical learning and
professional development of its members; and promote the
awareness of the profession to industry and the public. We
believe that we have done an excellent job adhering to our
mandate and don’t mind running a deficit in the lean years
as our profits in the good years are typically higher than our
deficits. It is the work of our volunteers and the success of all
the events that defines who we are as a society. Some highlights
of our activities from 2016:
•
10 Technical Luncheons, Fall and Spring Education Week
& a Gussow Conference on Fine Grained Reservoirs
•
The GeoConvention Partnership ran GeoConvention
for the second year (partnered with the CSEG and CWLS)
•
The CSPG partnered with AAPG for ACE where it made
its once/decade stop here in Calgary. The CSPG ran the very
successful International Core Conference following the meeting.
•
4 sporting events
o
Road Race & Fun Run, Squash Tournament, Mixed Golf
and Classic Golf Tournaments
Looking forward into the 2017 Fiscal Year we are looking at ways
to further adapt to the challenging environment we are in. Many
of the changes/savings instituted in 2016 will be fully realized
in the upcoming year, which included office staff reductions,
Technical Luncheon venue changes and the recent office move.
Shelley Leggitt will be assuming the Finance Director role in 2017
and will continue to keep a watchful eye on the bottom line
as we look forward towards the light at the end of the tunnel.
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2015/2016 Conferences

October 13th - 15th, 2015
Co-Chairs: Per Kent Pedersen, Rob Galant, John L. Duhault
On a cool winter's eve earlier this year,
a professor, a philosopher and a wizard
entered the castle of one of our society's
past royalty (executive). There, under
the influence of thin crust pizza and a
few beverages, the concept for Gussow
2015 was created.The goal to inform and
educate this year’s Gussow delegates
using the theme of taking unconventional
fine-grained reservoirs from resources to
reserves was the task at hand and the
flow of the conference was constructed
to follow this format. With over 85 G&G
and Engineering attendees hearing 34
papers over the two and a half day event,
the agenda proceeded from setting the
foundation based on rocks and fluids, to
tools required to build the plays, to getting
value as a reserve or marketable product
and then to reviewing case studies was
well received.
Sessions were held in the Max Bell building
at the Banff Centre from October 13-15th
with presentations evenly split between
representatives from academia, industry
and service companies. Of note, Roger
M. Slatt visited from the University of
Oklahoma and Stephen A. Sonnenberg
joined proceedings from the Colorado

School of Mines. Post-conference training
was offered in downtown Calgary by Steve
Sonnenberg on October 16th (Unconventional Oil).
Some, but not all, of the highlights and
takeaways were:
Frank Stoakes on Swan Hills carbonates:
"You don't need geophysics, you need
core!"
JP Zonnenveld on the Triassic: "The
Montney basin is similar to an upside
down Sea of Japan"
Roger Slatt on the incised valley Woodford
shale play": "...drill in the lows."
Steve Sonneberg's Wattenberg Field: "
one of the largest in the USA and still
growing production"
Ken Ratcliffe: " ... you need to stay in your
reservoir while drilling horizontally."
Dave Eaton on Microseismic facies analysis:
" ... parent and child events for more
detailed analysis."
Natalia Verkhovtseva on improving completions " ...using downhole microseismic
and tilt-meters."
Dan Potocki's DFIT analysis on wells
throughout the planet
Tyler Schlosser on assessing Value: "...68%
confidence the price will be between $32

and $75/bbl in 2016"
Sheila Legget's public consultation: "...
guide posts for the right thing to do".
Tuesday evening wrapped up with an
outdoor presentation by Paul McKay on
the geology of the mountain ranges that
can be summed up by "... all you need
to remember is 'PBR', Palliser, Banff then
Rundle!"
The Wednesday evening dinner Keynote
address by Raffi Tahmazian of Canoe
Financial gave us a very educational and
engaging Energy Update. "... we are
cautiously optimistic that we may have
turned the corner..."
It was a great conference with tremendous learning's and good conversation; it
became clear that it is necessary to fully
understand the rocks, push the envelope
on technology and focus on economic
results.
Special thanks go out to the CSPG staff,
Candace Jones and Lis Bjeld, Mark Caplan
and Paul McKay of the CSPG executive,
and the Banff Centre. Thank you to all
attendees, speakers and poster presenters.
Also, a large thank you to our event
sponsors: Long Run Exploration, APEGA,
Paradigm and AGAT Laboratories.
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March 7th - 11th, 2016
On the heels of a GeoConvention program that exceeded
expectations despite a perfect storm of unfavorable economic
conditions, a competing event and a date change, I would like to
start by thanking our sponsors, exhibitors, presenters, delegates,
volunteers and visitors for their continued support through the
thick and the thin. Your participation in GeoConvention 2016 is
very much appreciated and speaks loudly to your commitment
to the success of GeoConvention.
The goal for GeoConvention 2016 was to simply return as much
as we could to all of our supporters in these difficult times –
lower price points for our delegates, further pricing reductions
for those who were unemployed, unique sponsor benefits,
and an exhibit floor layout that was designed to yield the best
possible exhibitor and visitor experience. This was seen as our
opportunity to give back to our supporters and our members
for their years of support.
In addition, GeoConvention 2016 aimed to introduce new initiatives and programs as we continue to grow the event beyond the
standard annual format that has been the GeoConvention model
of the past, to an industry-leading technical and networking
program that will set the new standard going forward.
We were very privileged this year to have an exceptional committee
that was able to drive these new initiatives and achieve our
goals by putting together a diverse technical offering including
financial discussions, a session for those who find themselves
unemployed, a workplace diversity and culture session as well
as specialized sessions hosted by the Canadian Society for Gas

Migration (CSGM) and another hosted by the Society of Petroleum Engineers (SPE). In total, we hosted 239 talks over 37
sessions with another 78 poster presentations, numbers that
were similar to even some of our best years. I am extremely
proud of our team of volunteers who took the 2016 challenge
head-on to provide amazing technical content, meaningful
networking events and diverse luncheons. Of particular note,
the Alumni event saw a substantial increase in attendance from
last year with the focused attention of the committee in driving
the success of the event by ensuring return for the universities
who participated and for their alumni.
Our exhibit floor, while smaller than years past, was well
attended with a drop of only 200 visitors from 2015 with the
common feedback being that the business being done and the
conversations that took place were some of the best they had
experienced on an exhibit floor. Again, I would like to thank all
of our exhibiting companies for joining us!
In looking forward, under the formal Partnership Agreement
between the CSEG, CSPG and CWLS, now in its second year,
GeoConvention will continue to grow in our diversity, reach
and footprint with the fulltime commitment and consistent
direction of the GeoConvention board. As part of this growth,
our two-day offsite program will be coming up in the winter of
2017 as we push the opportunities that GeoConvention provides
in terms of unique technical content, knowledge sharing and
networking opportunities.
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June
23rd - 24th, 2016
Co-Chairs: Jim Barclay & Ray Geuder

Committee: Kelsea Pedersen, Kelty Latos, Brent Kuntz, Dale Leckie
On June 23rd-24th 2016, 750 geologists,
geophysicists, geochemists, petrophysicists,
students and more descended upon the
AER Core Research Center for the CSPG
International Core Conference. 37 cores
were presented from 2 hemispheres, 4
continents, and 6 countries.
The Core Conference theme, “Redefining
Reservoir: Core Values” reflected the
geologic value we all share: the rocks
tell the most important stories in our
hydrocarbon quests around the globe.
The conference showcased displays from
Alberta, British Colombia, Saskatchewan,
Ontario, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Brazil,
Turkey, Germany, and the UK. Cores
displayed spanned unconventional and
conventional reservoirs, from clay rich shales
to basinal certs, carbonates to siltstone
reservoirs, fluvial channels to reefs. A few
distinct topics represented the wide range
of geologic work outside of exploration,
including carbon capture and storage,
geochemical and chemostratigraphic
applications, multi-disciplinary studies,
3D printing, and digital approaches to
core evaluation.

Presentations were packed, and during
barbeque lunch provided by Weatherford geoscientists discussed core, the
industry, or just caught up with friends
and colleagues. After two days of talking
rocks, the Core Meltdown sponsored by
AGAT Laboratories did not disappoint,
rain notwithstanding: tents were packed
and Shale Ale was flowing. The award for
best student presentation went to Bryan
Turner for “The Use of Chemostratigraphy
to Refine Ambiguous Sequence Stratigraphic Correlations in Marine Mudrocks:
An Example from the Woodford Shale,
Oklahoma”. Best overall presentation
went to Cornelius Rott from Germany
for “Reservoir Quality of a Diagenetically Altered Shallow Marine Carbonate
Interval in the Permian Zechstein (Ca2)
East Germany – Implications for Porosity
Prediction Using Seismic Inversion Data.”
The CSPG and the 2016 Core Conference
Organizing Committee wishes to thank
all of the presenters, all of the sponsors
(Tourmaline Oil Corp., AGAT Laboratories,
Weatherford, Loring Tacore, Progress Energy

and Core Laboratories) ,the volunteers,
and of course the AER Core Research
Center for making this incredible conference a reality. Visitors from out of town
were uniformly impressed, and many
international presenters are hoping to
return to the hospitality, camaraderie,
and technical excellence only found at
this unique event, at one of the premier
geoscience research centers in the world,
the AER Core Research Center.
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Technical Programs
Technical Luncheon
Chair: Ryan Mohr
DATE

TITLE

SPEAKER

September 15, 2015

Connectivity within and between fluvial channel belt reservoirs:
A trip down the Mississippi

John Holbrook

September 29, 2015

Reservoir Geochemistry Tools to Support Engineering Practices:
A review of the State of the Art

Norka Maracano Baillache

October 20, 2015

Marlowe Steen River Muskeg “Stack” Oil Discovery – And Now!
For Something Completely Different

Graeme Bloy, Gurpreet
Sawhney

November 04, 2015

The “New” Hydrogeology: Renewed Importance of Water
to the Petroleum Industry in the 21st Century

Jamie Wills & Brad Hayes

November 17, 2015

Stratigraphy, sedimentology, and geochemistry of mudstonedominated clinoforms and their depositional environments, Carlile
Formation, Eastern Alberta, Canada

Dallin Laycock

December 08, 2015

The role of continental glaciation and the impact it has on basinscale hydrodynamics and generation of biogenic gas due to
sub-glacial recharge into underlying sedimentary basins

Stephen Grasby

January 14, 2016

Back for more? The first Permian oil discovery in the Barents Sea
has many analogues in the Sverdrup Basin, Arctic Canada

Benoit Beauchamp

January 27, 2016

Antarctica’s sedimentary archives of past glacial history:
Tools for understanding climate change

Julia Wellner

February 09, 2016

Advances in Multivariate Property Modeling and Applications to
Uncertainty in Reservoir Forecasting

SPE Joint Luncheon - SPE
host Clayton Deutsch

April 06, 2016

Mechanical Stratigraphic Controls on Fracturing (Jointing) and
Normal Faulting in the Eagle Ford Formation, South-Central Texas,
U.S.A

David A. Ferrill

May 03, 2016

Cognitive Bias, The “Elephant in the Living Room”
of Science and Professionalism

Peter R. Rose
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B.A.S.S. Division
Co-Chairs: Steve Donaldson & Mark Caplan
Committee: Russ Phillips & Rob North
DATE

TITLE

SPEAKER

September 22, 2015

Stratigraphic expression of intra-point bar deposit erosion and
rotation: Horseshoe Canyon Formation, Alberta, Canada

Paul Durkin

October 06, 2015

Reflections on Fifty Years in a Small Corner of Geostatistics

Gordon Kaufman

October 27, 2015

Using Our Understanding of Sedimentary Processes to Build
Realistic Geological Models of the McMurray Formation: Steam
Cares, and so Should You

Duncan Findlay

February 25, 2016

Automating Petrographic Analysis: Challenges and Potential
Solutions

Dr. Bernard Lee

April 27, 2016

Sequence Stratigraphic Analysis of Mixed, Reefal
Carbonate and Siliciclastic Systems

Ashton F. Embry

May 24, 2016

The High Arctic Large Igneous Province in Canada: age and
implications for petroleum systems

Keith Dewing

Environment Division
Chair: Andrew Fox
DATE

TITLE

SPEAKER

February 10, 2016

Geothermal Energy Potential of Canda

Steve Grasby

Geomodeling Division
Co-Chairs: Weishan Ren & David Garner
Committee: Damien Thenin, Khaled Benzaoui, Hayley Edwards, Olena Babak, Darcy Novak,
Eric Niven, Amir Hosseini, Thomas Cox
DATE

TITLE

SPEAKER

January 26, 2016

The truth about SAGD start-up: Reservoir effects on SAGD
circulation operations through wellbore-reservoir numerical
modelling

Jose Romero

April 27, 2016

Improving Fracture Network Models: A new method for honouring
more data and improving realism in engineering studies

R. Mohan Srivastava

May 25, 2016

A workflow for vertical and horizontal near-wellborne permeability
modeling in the McMurray Formation

Olena Babak
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Heavy Oil/Oil Sands Division
Chair: Randy Smith
DATE

TITLE

SPEAKER

October 7, 2015

Reservoir Hetergeneity in Marginal Marine Settings of the
Athabasca Oil Sands:Apparent Continuity of Mud Beds between
Closely Spaced Cores

Mike Ranger

December 9, 2015

Shallow SAGD In-Situ Caprock

Mike Carlson

February 3, 2016

Post-Steam Core: Developing a New Understanding for Steam
Assissted Gravity Drainage

Olena Babak

Hydrogeology Division
Chair: Jamie Wills
DATE

TITLE

SPEAKER

November 04, 2015

The “New” Hydrogeology: Renewed Importance of Water
to the Petroleum Industry in the 21st Century

Jamie Wills & Brad Hayes

January 20, 2016

Getting a GRIP on groundwater recharge in the prairies: How much
water is available

Masaki Hayashi

March 4, 2016

Past and Current Geothermal Energy in Canada - new opportunities
for geologists

Joan Tittmore

International Division
Co-Chairs: Kevin Morrison & Jurgen Kraus
Committee: Jon Noad, Nanna Eliuk, & James Duggan
DATE

TITLE

SPEAKER

September 16, 2015

Connectivity within and between fluvial channel belt reservoirs:
A trip down the Mississippi

John Holbrook

October 14, 2015

Reservoir Geochemistry Tools to Support Engineering Practices:
A review of the State of the Art

Norka Maracano Baillache

November 18, 2015

Marlowe Steen River Muskeg “Stack” Oil Discovery – And Now!
For Something Completely Different

Graeme Bloy, Gurpreet
Sawhney

January 13, 2016

The “New” Hydrogeology: Renewed Importance of Water
to the Petroleum Industry in the 21st Century

Jamie Wills & Brad Hayes
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DATE

TITLE

SPEAKER

February 10, 2016

Stratigraphy, sedimentology, and geochemistry of mudstonedominated clinoforms and their depositional environments, Carlile
Formation, Eastern Alberta, Canada

Dallin Laycock

April 13, 2016

The role of continental glaciation and the impact it has on basinscale hydrodynamics and generation of biogenic gas due to
sub-glacial recharge into underlying sedimentary basins

Stephen Grasby

May 18, 2016

Back for more? The first Permian oil discovery in the Barents Sea
has many analogues in the Sverdrup Basin, Arctic Canada

Benoit Beauchamp

Palaeontology Division
Co-Chair: Jon Noad
DATE
September 18, 2015

TITLE
Gregariousness in a juvenile Gorgosaurus libratus? Solving a
problem like Matilda…

SPEAKER
Gavin Bradley

October 16, 2015

Soldiers, Scientists, and Specimens: 95 years of Invertebrate
Paleontology Research at the University of Alberta

Lisa Budney

November 20, 2015

A re-evaluation of the horned dinosaurs Chasmosaurus and
Vagaceratops (Ornithischia: Ceratopsidae) from the Upper
Cretaceous (Campanian) Dinosaur Park Formation of western
Canada

James Campbell

January 15, 2016

Sue (The Tyrannosaurus Rex) and the Chicago Field Museum

Mona Marsovsky

March 19, 2016

PALEO 2016
Mount Royal University’s Cretaceous Land Exhibit

Dr. Wayne Haglund

Surveying palaeoenvironmental research in Alberta:
Pollen records, plant macrofossils and other indicators illuminating
the last 13000 years of landscape history

Dr. Alwynne Beaudoin

Nests and eggs of giant oviraptorosaurs

Dr. Darla Zelenitsky

Family fossil hunting day trips from Calgary, Alberta

Jon Noad

Body size evolution in Miocene herbivores

Dr. Jessica Theodore

Paleo flood mitigation project: Effect of flooding in Alberta rivers
on paleontology

Ben Borkovic

Collection of a cf. Albrrrtonectes (Albertonectes) plesiosaur
skeleton from an ammonite mine in early winter conditions in
southern Alberta

-Darren Tanke
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DATE

TITLE

SPEAKER

Fragments and footprints: A summary of the record of mammoths
and mastadons in Alberta

Dr. Chris Jass

Where the crocodiles roam: The Pasquia Paleontological Site and
Saskatchewan’s Turonian Sea

Dr. Emily Bamforth

The Burgess Shale redux: New field discoveries and the early
evolution of animals revisited

Dr. Jean-Bernard Caron

March 20, 2016

Paleoclimate Reconstruction Using Fossil Leaves - Workshop

April 15, 2016

Dental wear of late Pleistocene horses and bison from North
America and its implication for the late Pleistocene extinction

Christian Barron-Oritz

May 13, 2016

Dietary reconstructions using dental mesowear and microwear of
Mammuthus, Mammut and Loxodonta, and implications for the
end-Pleistocene extinction

Tasha Cammidge

Structural Division
Co-chairs: Darcie Greggs & Patrick Fothergill
DATE

TITLE

SPEAKER

December 3, 2015

Random Rocks, Structures & Geo-IQ Christmas Social

January 14, 2015

Natural Fracture Networks of the Turonian Second White Specks
Formation, Highwood River, Southwestern Alberta

Bram Komaromi & Dr. Per
K. Pedersen

February 04, 2016

Upper Cretaceous to Cenozoic reactivation of pre-existing salt
bodies and its impact on slope depositional systems in the
southwest Sable Subbasin, offshore Nova Scotia

Andrea Christians

April 07, 2016

The McConnell Thrust Sheet Revisited

Deborah Spratt

May 5, 2016

Mining Structural Data: applying learnings from underground
datasets to unconventional reservoirs

Jon Noad
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Spring Education Week
With GeoConvention usually in May of each year, CSPG held
its inaugural Spring Education Week May 2-6, 2016. It was a
busy week with three short courses and three social events
happening. The collaboration between CSPG volunteer
recognition, technical award recognition and the technical
content that our short courses provided was a natural fit.
The course that we ran during the week were as follows:
• Introduction to Petroleum Engineering and
Geosciences (ran jointly with SPE Canada); May 2-5
• SAGD Reservoir engineering for Geoscientists &
Non-Reservoir Engineers; May 4
• Exploration Using Integrated Petrophysics (ran jointly

with CWLS for In Transition members at a heavily discounted
cost); May 5
A big thank you goes to our instructors: Art Irwin, Saad
Ibrahim, Roger Hough, Hussain Sheikha and Taras Dziuba.
Three social events also ran during the week as follows:
• President’s Reception (Service and Volunteer Award
presentations); May 2
• Long Time Members Reception; May 3
• Industry Speaker Luncheon (Technical Award presentations); May 4
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Outreach

University Outreach
Chair: Sonia Brar
Committee: Ryan Baker, Mona Enachescu, Colin Etienne, Chad Glemser, Meriem Grifi Dennis,
Melanie Klucker, Leena Markatchev, Jane Marzetti, Jacey Neumann, Jennifer Noade
Summary of Activities for CSPG University Outreach 2015-2016

Student Conferences

The University Outreach (UO) committee supported four student
conferences this year.
WIUGC - $1000 Sponsorship + $500 for Best Petroleum Talk Award
AESRC - $1000 Sponsorship +$500 for Best Petroleum Talk Award
AUGC - $1000 Sponsorship + $500 for Best Petroleum Talk Award
Jeux de Géologie - $1500 Sponsorship

Lecture Tours

Four Lecture Tours were carried out this year. Grant Wach from
Dalhousie University went to Ontario and Atlantic Canada on
two separate tours in October and November of 2015.
In early February 2016, Michael Webb visited five schools in
southern Ontario and Quebec, including the University of Western
Ontario (London), University of Waterloo (Kitchener), McMaster
University (Hamilton), Queen’s University (Kingston), and McGill
University (Montreal). Dr. Webb’s lecture was entitled “Multiscale reservoir heterogeneities within the McMurray Formation
and the impact on thermal production, Athabasca oil sands.” At
each university, the talks were successful in building awareness
of the oil and gas industry, and providing an overview of a potential career in oil and gas. The technical talks were well received
by the faculty and students at each school, and response was

positive in the form of follow-up questions and discussions after
each talk. Despite the economic downturn, students in both
geoscience and engineering were very interested in discussing
career opportunities in the petroleum industry.
The Western tour took Mark Caplan to Simon Fraser University,
University of British Columbia, Mount Royal University, University
of Calgary and University of Alberta in March and April of 2016.
The aim of the tour was to communicate to geoscience students
the benefits and services provided by the CSPG. Mark also
provided a technical talk to students entitled “Green Eutrophic
Seas: formation of the Exshaw Source Rocks”

Undergraduate Student Awards

4 x $1,000 Undergraduate Awards were given to students in
the following regions:
1 Western Region: Scott Hazell, University of B.C.
2. Eastern Region: Alex Brubacher, Memorial University
3. Central Region: Eleanor Mcauley, Queen’s University
4. Open Region: Kendra Zammit, Memorial University

Student Event Grants

5 x $1,000 Student Event Grants were given to student clubs
across Canada, as follows:
1. Western Region: Simon Fraser and University of
Alberta, ARISE Group
2. Central Region: Ottawa-Carleton, Geoscience Centre
AAPG Student Chapter
3. Eastern Region: Memorial University, AAPG Student
Chapter
4. Open Region: Dalhousie University. Petroleum
Methods Field Trip to Trinidad
5. Open Region: Western University, Petrolia Pioneers
Society

Summer Student Field Trip

This year’s CSPG Summer Student Field Trip was led by Murray
Gilhooly (Husky Energy) and John Weissenberger (ATW Associates). The field trip ran on Tuesday, July 12 to Canyon Creek –
Moose Mountain area in the foothills southwest of Calgary near
Bragg Creek. 16 students attended the field trip that consisted of
learning about the Mississippian depositional environment with
relation to the regional paleogeography, sequence stratigraphy,
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lithofacies and hydrocarbon importance.
The trip consisted of a short hike up the
Canyon Creek road to examine outcrops of
Mississippian-aged carbonates belonging
to the Turner Valley, Pekisko, Shunda and
Banff Formations. At each stop students
were briefed on the fundamentals of
Mississippian carbonates and asked to
work in groups to describe the outcrops.
Thin-section photos and a photopan of
the outcrop were provided to assist the
students with determining the correct
lithofacies, potential reservoir quality

and interpretation of sequence stratigraphic surfaces. At the end of the day,
the field trip was wrapped up with a log
interpretation exercise to illustrate the
facies associations observed and correlation between outcrop descriptions with
those from core and wireline taken from
a nearby well. In the afternoon, however,
a thundershower rolled through the
area soaking all involved. It did cut the
last remaining outcrop visit short, but
everyone used the time to network and
ask any questions they may have had from

earlier in the day. Thank you very much to
Murray Gilhooly and John Weissenberger
for volunteering their time. They led an
excellent field trip and provided everyone
with a comprehensive overview of the
Mississippian carbonate system in Western
North America through well illustrated
poster displays and personal expertise.
Thank you to the CSPG Foundation for
providing financial support and to all of
the students who participated.

SIFT
Co-Chairs: Noel Devere-Bennett & Carson Brown
Committee: Lindsey Abbott, Wes Bader, Jennifer Benyon, Andrew Cook, Ian DeWolfe, Ruben
Dominguez, Paul Durkin, Peter Fermor, Jean-Francois Gagnon, David Gardner, Nicole Hunter,
Jason Lavigne, Jaime Lo, Vanessa Marcheggiani-Croden, Adrienne McDougall, Andrei Popescu,
Mary-Ellen Price, Kevin Root, Cynthia Sawatzky, Jesse Schoengut, Ryan Szol, Colin Etienne
Instructors and Judges: Bill Ayrton, Brad Hayes, Brian Tuffs, Brittan Jones, Clint Tippett, David
Hume, David Gardner, Eric Street, Eva Drivet, Geoff Speers, Greg Lynch, Jason Lavigne, Jesse
Schoengut, Joan Carter, Jon Noad, Kelly Skuce, Kevin To, Lauren Ostridge, Mark Radomski,
Neil Watson, Noel Devere-Bennett, Paul Durkin, Peter Fermor, Rachel Newrick, Ron Larson,
Simon Haynes
As with any major undertaking, preparation for the SIFT program begins well in
advance. With the program taking place
in May, things usually get kicked off from
a planning standpoint around September.
If we look back to the price of oil in
September 2015 it was trading around
$46 USD/Bbl WTI, not far off where it is
today (July 2016). However, unlike the
recent upward trend, nearly a year ago
it was only reaching fresh lows, and with
its precipitous fall, pocket books were
slamming shut with audible force. SIFT
has for many years received generous
industry sponsorship, enough so that the
required funding from the CSPG Foundation has been less than anticipated. The
collapse of commodities prices has been
an eye-opening experience for our industry
and was alarming to those of us charged
with overseeing that a nearly 40-year old
banner program would continue to run.
Similar to efforts being made industry
wide, the SIFT committee was tasked with
reducing costs to maintain the program

in the most cost-effective way possible.
With prudent committee management
and an understanding that pullbacks were
necessary, this year’s committee was still
able to provide a program that students
enjoyed. We’ve achieved budget reductions
of nearly 20% without significant impact
to the student experience since SIFT 2014.
Most of this cost cutting has been in the
form of seeking out cheaper food and
accommodation vendors and reducing
or eliminating certain non-material costs.
By scrutinizing our budget we feel we’ve
made important strides towards keeping
the program affordable while maintaining
the value that it holds for the participants.

Going forward we have several line items
which we believe can be reviewed next
year which will hopefully lower our costs
once again in 2017. However, even with
these cost reducing measures, hosting
over 30 students for a two-week activityfilled program is a costly endeavor and for
that we require the support of industry
sponsors.
We saw many past sponsors unable to
offer funding to the program this year, in
addition to many who had declined long
standing support last year. Thankfully, several
industry sponsors continue to recognize
the value in outreach programs such as
SIFT and have stood by the program with
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unwavering support. To our surprise we were even greeted with
new donors this year in our time of need. CSPG and the CSPG
Foundation have allowed the program to achieve its impressive longevity by generously making up the shortfall from our
currently challenged industry. Without the support of industry
and the CSPG Foundation, SIFT could not continue to run. For
the generous support from the CSPG Foundation and our many
sponsors, the entire SIFT committee and countless students both
past (now in every imaginable role across industry) and present
we would like to extend a giant THANK-YOU!
The SIFT program is truly a globally unique program. As a testament to the far-reaching reputation of not only the SIFT program,
but the Canadian Oil and Gas Industry itself, in our two years
as Co-Chairs we have been contacted by students wishing to
participate from the United States, Vietnam and Malaysia. At
this time we are not accepting international students but always
find these requests from abroad both exciting and humbling as
to the impact that this program has within industry.
SIFT serves a variety of purposes, from allowing the Calgary
market to tap into the student pool across Canada for future
employment, to sharing the wealth of knowledge contained
within our technical leadership with bright minds keen to expand
their geoscience knowledge; both concepts of course not being
mutually exclusive! With our budget being met through industry
fundraising and the CSPG Foundation’s backing we were able to
bring 32 students from 30 universities across Canada to Calgary
this year. The course agenda includes several downtown lecture
sessions, two full-day core sessions at the CRC, industry taught
software courses, a comprehensive exploration game, a field day
to Dinosaur National Park, and the crown jewel of the program,
the 4-Day Rocky Mountain Field Trip.
Each year, leading up to the program the stress and organizational
efforts compound until we’re questioning why we’ve signed up
for this role yet again. But, after the initial evening ‘ice breaker’
where we meet all the bright faces and memory flashes back to
being on the other side, we’re gladly reminded that the months
of preparation are more than worth it. The next two weeks are
filled with early mornings, late nights, exhaustive discussions,
challenging questions, stressful workshops, impressive presentations, countless “lightbulb” moments, and the formation of
lifelong friendships. The wrap-up of the program is bittersweet
as we showcase the efforts of the game, the highlights of the
program, and many goodbyes are said.
A large emphasis of the program is on the Exploration Game,
which is played most evenings and late nights throughout the
two weeks. The game includes detailed geophysical log interpretation, land bidding, drilling, recompleting, farm-ins, joint
ventures, etc. More than half of the students have not been
exposed to a well log previous to this trip. It amazes us every
year how quickly they progress; from being squiggles on a piece
of paper to full blown geological interpretation by the end. The
students integrate their knowledge from the provided industry
lectures, core workshops and the field trips (both Dinosaur
Park day and the 4-Day Rocky Mountain Field Trip) to better
understand and create sound geological interpretations of the
regional map area.

At the end of the two weeks the teams present their interpretations to a panel of industry judges and compete for the Larry
Strong Financial Award and the Bill Ayrton Technical Award.
This year the Larry Strong Award was won by team Wirelions
Incorporated which consisted of team members Catherine
Ross, Robert Meek, Sara Lilley and Pape Doudou Tague. The
Bill Ayrton Technical Award was won by team Strata Resources
which consisted of team members Lauren Vanderveen, Lesley
Shea, Simon Poirier and Skye Lybbert. It was a very close year
in judging and we would like to congratulate all the students
for their efforts and the progress made through the program.
This is the value that is being supported by our sponsors and
outreach programs such as SIFT. If you look across the industry,
surely you know one, if not several, accomplished colleagues who
have been a past SIFTEE or in some way have been involved with
the program. Every year not only do the students accelerate their
geoscience backgrounds, but our volunteers take away valuable
learnings from the program. Whether it be from teaching and
assisting the students during the Exploration Game or digesting
the vast knowledge of the 4-day leaders during the Rocky
Mountain Field Trip, this program in a variety of ways benefits
a much wider audience than just the target student audience.
In closing we would like to thank the volunteers. We counted over
40 fellow geoscientists who gave their time and energy to put
together the SIFT program this year. From the SIFT committee,
to the lecture speakers, to the technical leadership there are
so many people who contribute to making this program the
amazing experience it is and who not only give the program its
character, but also form the memories that will last well into
the future for those involved
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2016 SIFT Participants
Student Name

University

Student Name

University

Hayley Arts

Carleton

Sean Murphy

Memorial

Matthew Cannon

Waterloo

Scott Norlin

Calgary

Simon Carroll

Victoria

Toby Orrick

Vancouver Island

Amy Cleaver

Lakehead

Manuelle Perron-Racine

Laval

Remi Germain

Montreal

Simon Poirier

Acadia

Jebbin Jebbin

Manitoba

Catherine Ross

McGill

Sara Lilley

Mount Royal

Kristina Schmidt

Ottawa

Brenna Llewellyn

Western Ontario

Lesley Shea

Dalhousie

Skye Lybbert

Alberta

Brodie Stroh

Regina

Michael Mahoney

Saint Mary’s

Pape Doudou Tague

Quebec

Padrian Mahood

Brandon

Alison Thomas

Victoria

Eleanor McAuley

Queen’s

Lauren Vanderveen

Mount Royal

Robert Meek

Laurentian

Miranda Walters

Simon Fraser

Jaelej Meyer

S. Francis Xavier

Iwona Widurska

McMaster

Joshua Mitchell

Brock

Evelyn Moorhouse

Toronto

Distinguished Lecturer Tour
Chair: Andrew Fox
The Distinguished Lecturer Program was
instituted in the 2014-2015 fiscal year
with the goal of sending out a recent
Link Award winner on a speaking tour to
various universities across the country.
This past year’s CSPG Distinguished
Lecturer was Dr. George Pemberton, the
C.R. Stelck Chair in Petroleum Geology in
the Department of Earth and Atmospheric
Sciences at the University of Alberta in
Edmonton. Dr. Pemberton is considered

to be one of the top researchers in the
field of ichnology. He has taught many
courses on ichnology to geoscientists
around the world. Many of his former
graduate students are employed in the
Canadian and international petroleum
industry.
Between January 18 and January 22, 2016,
Dr. Pemberton visited and lectured at
the earth sciences departments of Brock
University (St. Catharines), McMaster

University (Hamilton), the University of
Toronto and Queen’s University (Kingston).
The title of Dr. Pemberton’s presentation
was “Assessing Permeability/Porosity
Trends in Bioturbated Media”. Faculty,
undergraduate and graduate students
were in attendance. He also met with
faculty and graduate students to discuss
their current research, the state of the
petroleum industry in Alberta and the CSPG.
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K-12 Outreach
Chair: Andrew Fox
Committee: Leye Adeboye, Harrison Brown, Melissa Kuechler, Ryan McKay, Tanya Yeomans
Over the past year the CSPG K-12 Committee has focused its
efforts on gathering information and understanding teacher
needs. Volunteers attended the Alberta Teachers Association Calgary Teacher’s Convention and the Mathematics and
Science Joint Conference in Edmonton. A booth was shared
with the CSEG at both events. Volunteers handed out copies
of Bill Aryton’s “The Mountains, The Rocks, The Oil & Gas”
poster and the CSPG’s “Geological Highway Map of Alberta”
both of which were well received. Teachers were asked to
share their thoughts and needs for teaching geoscience. The
current Alberta Education curriculum has geoscience taught in
grades 3 and 7 as well as Grade 11 Science 30 (for students not
intending to pursue science at university). At each convention
interested teachers were asked to join our mailing list in order
to be contacted by the CSPG. To date we have signed up over
70 teachers to be on this mailing list to promote geoscience.
The Committee shared its mailing list with the AAPG ACE 2016
Teacher’s Program organizers.
Based on conversations with teachers we have identified some
critical needs:
1) Geoscience lesson plans that fit with the Alberta curriculum.
Lesson plans must be easy to use and interactive for the students

and teachers.
2) In-class resources such as mineral and fossil kits as well as
educational posters.
3) Links to geoscience resources on the Web.
4) Schools in rural Alberta (including First Nations and Hutterite
colonies) have very limited resources.
5) Distance education is very much in demand and is seen as a
way to connect experts with the classroom.
The Committee is in the process of developing a newsletter that
will be distributed regularly to teachers. Through the newsletter
we hope to disseminate geoscience information to teachers as
well as promote available classroom resources.
The committee also simplified and increased the number of
mineral / fossil / rock kits available to lend out to teachers as
well as provide to CSPG members if they are visiting classrooms.
Our goal was to create kits that are easy to use for teachers and
students. We also developed a group of showcase samples for
use in the classroom and at teacher’s conventions.
A number of resource books, pamphlets and DVDs were also
purchased in order to support volunteers.

Young Geoscientists Reception
Chair: Denise Yee
The 6th Annual Geoscientists Networking Reception took place
on October 29th, 2015 at The Garage Sports Pub in Eau Claire.
With 100 attendees, both inexperienced and senior geologists
enjoyed a few drinks while getting the opportunity to network
with each other.
The annual event is held to help bridge the gap between experienced and new-to-the industry geoscientists. The reception is
an informal way for communication of stories, tips and tricks
of the oil and gas industry to get passed down to the younger
generation. The exposure to mentorship opportunities and CSPG
involvement options are two major reasons for attendance. If
you have any ideas for such events or would like to volunteer for
a position on the newly formed Young Professionals Committee,
please contact Ryan Lemiski at ypg@cspg.org.

CSPG thanks the volunteer committee and our generous sponsors
for the event; Chinook Consulting (Booth Sponsor), ITG Investment Research (Booth Sponsor) and Crescent Point Energy Trust
(Gold Sponsor).
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Publications

Bulletin of Canadian Petroleum Geology
Committee Chairs: David Morrow and Hairuo Qing
Committee Members: Krista Boyce, Beverly
Ross, Kathy Joslin
The Bulletin of Canadian Petroleum
Geology (BCPG) currently is edited by
two Editors-in-Chief, assisted by twentysix Associate Editors, plus several guest
editors dedicated to thematic Special
Issues of the Bulletin. All of these persons
serve as volunteers. In addition, the CSPG
employs a Managing Editor, a Production
Editor, and a Layout Editor. CSPG office
staff ensures that each completed current
issue is posted on the Members Only
Bulletin “Current Issue” section of the
CSPG website, and through the Bulletin
“Archives” section with GeoScience World
(GSW) and AAPG Datapages. A number
of hard copies continue to be published,
largely for institutional members, such as
university libraries.
Publication in the Bulletin, as of 2016,
includes three distinct series. These are full
length BCPG Articles and BCPG Reviews, as
well as shorter communications published
as “BCPG Explorations”. Potential authors
should consult the Bulletin “Guidelines for
Authors” for more detailed information
concerning the distinctions between these
Bulletin series. Short “Discussion” and
“Reply” exchanges concerning published
Bulletin papers are encouraged. Persons

who are planning potential Bulletin Special
Issues are advised to contact the Bulletin
editors immediately concerning their
plans in order to expedite publication of
these Special Issues through the Bulletin
editorial process.
In the 2016 calendar year, there have
been two thematic Special Issues, and
two regular quarterly issues of the Bulletin
published; the December 2015 Issue
(Volume 63, Number 4), a Special Issue
of ten papers dealing with “Advances in
Applied Geomodeling”, was overseen
by former Editor Burns Cheadle and was
published early in 2016. This was followed
by a regular March 2016 Bulletin Issue
(Volume 64, Number 1) with four papers,
three of which concerned Canadian studies
and one from the Peoples Republic of
China. The June 2016 Issue (Volume 64,
Number 2) was a landmark Special Issue
devoted to the geology of oil-sands and
heavy oil deposits. This publication included
seventeen papers, mainly emphasizing
Alberta, but also dealing with oil sands
and heavy oil in the U.S.A. and in the
Peoples Republic of China. The Bulletin
2016 publication year ended with the
release of a regular September 2016
Bulletin Issue (Volume 64, Number 3)
which included five papers dealing with

2016 GeoCalendar
Committee Chair: Markus Ebner
BEST PHOTOGRAPH: Kananaskis Country,
Alberta. Mount Kidd in Kananaskis has a
perfect Chevron fold when viewed from
the South, the strata is Rundle Group of
Mississippian aged interbedded limestone
and shale. Photo by: John P Andersen

aspects of geology and geochemistry for a
variety of units across several provinces of
western Canada. Several Special Issues are
planned for future publication including a
volume devoted to Devonian strata beneath
the Oil Sands, and a recently proposed
volume concerning the Montney Play of
Western Canada.
It is appropriate here to acknowledge the
considerable efforts of the guest editors
of Special Issues. Our sincere thanks are
extended to the guest editors of the
Special Issues published this year. These
include the guest editors David Garner,
Clayton Deutsch, and Olena Babak, editors
for Volume 63, Number 4; and the guest
editors Fran Hein, Chris Seibel, Dale Leckie,
and Kevin Parks for Volume 64, Number
2. Also, we wish to extend our thanks to
former Editor-in-Chief, Burns Cheadle
for his outstanding contribution to the
furtherance of Bulletin publication. Dr.
Hairuo Qing has graciously accepted the
responsibility of replacing Burns Cheadle
as an Editor-in-Chief, and has ably fulfilled
this role. Finally, the staff of CSPG Office,
and the Managing, Production and Layout
editors are thanked for their part in the
quest for “on-time” Bulletin publication.
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Sporting Events
2015 Road Race/Fun Run
Chair: Armin Schafer
This year mother nature was on our side and the weather was
perfect for running (no snow on the ground, no broken branches
or power outages.. An enthusiastic group of 77 runners finished
the race Out of the 102 who were registered to run. This year
the 5K had 37 runners, while the 10K had 61 runners.
The south side of the river from Crowchild to Edworthy was
completed a few months ago, so we were able to go back to our
old route, all along the south side of the river, now paved all of
the way. Our race volunteers, decked out in bright orange safety
vests, aided the runners in negotiating the route. Once again
distances were marked uniquely in geologic time to assist, or
perhaps confuse, the participants. Like every year it’s great to
see a mix of competitive and first time runners. This year timing
was done by Zone4 using ankle/wrist bracelets. The start line
was moved to the previous year’s finish line to enable a chip
start instead of a gun start. As a result, the times will be more
accurate, as a start time and a finish time is used for each racer.
The bracelets are also used in triathlons so they are waterproof,
which turned out to be a good think as one person took a shower
with their bracelet still on. To see individual times, please go to
http://new.zone4.ca/results and click on the CSPG/CSEG 10K/5K
Road Race & Fun Run – Overall and Age Groups links.
We returned to The Calgary Curling Club for the post race awards
party, where the mix of racers and volunteers enjoyed plenty
of cold beverages and a pasta dinner. The evening was topped
off with door prizes, awards and of course our now infamous
sock-toss. Through great sponsorship and strong participation,
we are once again able to contribute to our designated charity
the YMCA strong kids foundation!
A special part of the evening was a brief memorial to Mike Cardell.

Mike was on the race committee for 6 years and was the Race
Director for 4 years. Mike’s life ended far too soon as he died
at the young age of 63 years old, from Pancreatic Cancer. We
had a moment of silence followed by a Cheers for Mike and the
opportunity to write something on a poster with several pictures
of Mike on it that we presented to Marnie Cardell.
I would like to thank all the volunteers and sponsors who helped
make this event a success! Thank you also to all the runners. It
was a pleasure cheering you in at the finish line.
Finally a huge thank-you to our group on the committee that
made this all work: Jocelyn Frankow, Tina Donkers, Shirley
Fleming, Chris Savels, Tim Burk, Baltej Sidhu, Shawna Christensen and Kristy Casebeer at the CSPG office. As well, thanks
to Nick Wiggins and the staff at the Eau Claire YMCA for their
continued hospitality.

2016 CSPG Mixed Golf Tournament
Chair: David Middleton
The 26th Annual CSPG Mixed Golf tournament was to be held at
Lynx Ridge Golf course on 21 August, but torrential rain, lightning, strong winds and temperatures around 6 C caused the
first ever cancellation of the tournament. I was most pleased
that virtually every golfer showed up at the course, ready to
tough out the day in the rain and cold. While we discussed
alternatives with the course management, including delaying,
rescheduling, or outright cancellation, the tough decision to
scratch the event was made.

Looking over the golf course, with standing water on the
fairways, water on the greens, and the occasional whitecap on
the ponds, the golf course did the sensible thing and officially
cancelled the tournament. Golfers stayed warm and dry in the
clubhouse enjoying coffee and breakfast sandwiches sponsored
by MJ Systems. As a result, rain-check’s for the golf portion of
the event were issued to all players at the course for 18 holes
of golf and are good until end of 2016.
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We would like to thank geoLOGIC systems,
who kindly sponsored drinks at the bar to
keep the golfers entertained. We would
also like to thank the hardy souls from I.H.S,
BrokerLink, and AGAT that were prepared
to provide hospitality at the tent holes
on the course, but who ended up back
in the clubhouse. While the tournament
was cancelled, we did manage to hand
out prizes for the mulligan draw (Visa gift
card) and the course-issued gift certificates
were drawn for. Other donated draw
prizes were Belloy Petroleum’s weekend
survival kit of a cooler filled with beer,
and Cabra’s wine gift basket.
We would like to gratefully acknowledge
and thank our sponsors of the event for
their great support to the CSPG Mixed Golf
Tournament this year, especially during
such tough times for our industry. Our
gold level sponsors were geoLOGIC Systems
and GLJ Petroleum Consultants, our silver

sponsors were AGAT Laboratories, Canada
BrokerLink, Chinook Consulting, I.H.S, and
MJ Systems. Hole sponsors for the day were
Belloy Petroleum Consulting Ltd, Birchcliff
Energy, ProGeo Consultants, and Sproule
Associates. Little Rock Printing donated
all our printing for the tournament, and
their support is gratefully acknowledged.
While we did not get to enjoy the day
freezing, drenched and hypothermic,
every golfer was grateful to meet their
colleagues, mix with the sponsors, and
meet new people while staying warm
and dry, until it was time to wrap up and
head back to work. We did manage to
raise over $1300 from the sale of mulligans that are used to support the CSPG
Foundation; to support the educational
and outreach activities of the CSPG.
I would like to thank the many sponsors,
golfers, and the greens-keeping, pro shop
and catering team at Lynx Ridge Golf course

and especially the fine organizing committee
of co-chair Brenda Pearson (registration),
Darin Brazel (sponsorship), Norm Hopkins
(trophies), Jeff Boissonneault (signage),
Penny Christensen (Prizes) and our CSPG
office support from Kristy Casebeer.
We will be sending out a short survey to
all participants, looking for your feedback
and ideas on the tournament date, timing
and location, with an open mind on how
to improve the event for next year. Unfortunately, weather will always be the tricky
element in every event, but hopefully
we will not see snow on the day of the
tournament, as we did this year!
We look forward to your attendance at
next year’s tournament tentatively planned
for on Friday, 19th August 2016 as we
celebrate the 27h Annual Tournament.

2016 Squash Tournament
Chair: Jay Williams
33rd annual CSPG Squash Tournament held
on Feb 4th, 5th and 6th at the Bow Valley
Club. The tournament was a great success
this year with over 100 participants. A
good time was had by all and there were
some impressive skills on the court. This
year’s winners were:
Men’s A
Winner: Neil Pohlman
Runner-up: Derek Shtand
Men’s A Consolation:
Winner: David Safton
Runner-up: John Cox
Men’s B:
Winner: Wes Feick
Runner-up: Kent Wilkinson
Men’s B Consolation:
Winner: Thomas West
Runner-up: John Murray
Men’s C:
Winner: Tyler Reid
Runner-up: Brad Cichos
Men’s C Consolation:
Winner: Minh Nguyen
Runner-up: Zac Colbran

Men’s D:
Winner: Kyle May
Runner-up: Blake Davies
Men’s D Consolation:
Winner: Mike Chessa
Runner-up: Reid Van Drecht
Men’s E:
Winner: Darin McCollum
Women’s A/B:
Winner: Catherine Barrett
Runner-up: Samantha Etherington
Women’s A/B Consolation:
Winner: Ann Burrage
Runner-up: Andrea Henry
Women’s C/D/E:
Winner: Haley Campbell
Runner-up: Kyla McDowell
Women’s C/D/E Consolation:
Winner: Brianna Saxton
Runner-up: Melissa Williams
Competitive Mixed Doubles:
Winner: Dell Pohlman/Neil Pohlman
Runner-up: Domi Diaz/Derek Shtand

Competitive Mixed Doubles Consolation:
Winner: Wes Feick/Daniel Sharp
Runner-up: Catherine Barrett/Ian Young
Recreational Mixed Doubles:
Winner: Ben Cowie/Colin Rowell
Runner-up: Tyler Reid/Mike Stante
Recreational Mixed Doubles Consolation:
Winner: Jason Shtand / Megan Simons
Runner-Up: Ashley Leonard / Vicente
Oropeza
Teams Tournament Champions:
Courtney Whibbs, Jason Shtand, Mike
Chessa, Justin Besplug, Jay Williams
Teams Tournament Most Honest:
Robyn Brenner, Wayne Gaskin, Caterina
Heikkinen, Harrison Brown, Neal Barreto
The tournament was held at the Bow
Valley Club, which was an excellent venue
for this event. A big thank you to the Bow
Valley Club and tournament sponsors:
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Awards

Recognition of the 2015 CSPG Awards were broken out into two
separate events this year instead of the traditional CSPG Awards
Ceremony. Both events were hosted by President Greg Lynch.
Volunteer Awards were presented at the President’s Reception
held on Monday, May 2, 2016 while Technical Awards were
presented at the Industry Speaker Luncheon on Wednesday,

May 4, 2016. The Industry Speaker Luncheon featured the 2015
Stanley Slipper award recipient Richard (Dick) Walls speaking
about “Today’s Challenges for the Entrepreneurial Geologist”.
In following tradition, the Honorary Membership awards were
presented at the annual Long Time Members Reception the
following evening.

Technical Awards
Award

Award Recipient

Stanley Slipper Gold Medal
for Outstanding Career Contributions to Oil and Gas Exploration in

Richard Walls

Canada

R.J.W. Douglas Medal

for Outstanding Contributions to the Understanding of Sedimentary
Geology in Canada

Don Kent

Honourary Membership

Dale Leckie

Link Award

Lindsay Dunn

Medal of Merit

Ken Gray
Jen Russel-Houston

for Distinguished Service to the Society
for Best Presentation – Technical Luncheon Series

for Best Paper Related to Canadian Petroleum Geology

Volunteer Awards
Award

Award Recipient

President’s Award
for Outstanding Service by a CSPG Member

Paul MacKay

H.M. Hunter Award

Astrid Arts
Kevin Root

for Distinguished Service to the Society

Tracks Award

for Members who have set New Standards of Excellence

Partner Tracks Award

for Associations, Companies or Institutes that have Contributed to
the Society’s Pre-eminence, Welfare and Reputation

Samantha Etherington
Andrew Fox
Raymond Geuder
Ian Kirkland
Alberta Core Research Centre
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Service Awards
For Members who have served the Society for over 5 years
James Ablett
Linden Achen
Norbert Alwast
Alexis Anastas
George Ardies
Peter Aukes
Bill Ayrton
Olena Babak
Jim Barclay
Ali Beken
Philip Benham
Barry Bennett
Khaled Benzaoui
Tim Bird
Graeme Bloy
Darin Brazel
Carson Brown
Chuck Buckley
Jean-Yves Chatellier
Burns Cheadle
Guoxiang Chi
Richard Chisholm
Nancy Chow
Andre Chow
Penny Christensen
Shawna Christensen
David Clyde
John Cody
Doug Colvin
Andrew Cook

Thomas Cox
Barrie Dargie
Tim De Freitas
Foon Der
Ian DeWolfe
Steve Donaldson
Tina Donkers
Eva Drivet
Dave Drover
Kyle Durocher
Markus Ebner
Richard Evoy
Peter Fermor
2015 CSPG Awards
Patrick Fothergill
Jocelyn Frankow
Lloyd Freeman
Riona Freeman
David Garner
Sasan Ghanbari
Chad Glemser
Darcie Greggs
Tony Hamblin
Tim Hartel
Peter Hay
Brad Hayes
Simon Haynes
John Hogg
Norman Hopkins
Kristy Howe

Stephen Hubbard
Ian Hutcheon
Dale Issler
Wim Jalink
Samantha Jones
Peter Kouremenos
Shawn Lafleur
Craig Lamb
Larry Lane
Sid Leggett
Alex MacNeil
Leena Markatchev
Darin McCollum
Heidi McDonald
Ian McIlreath
Ben McKenzie
Margot McMechan
David Middleton
Stephen Minions
Ryan Mohr
David Morrow
Jon Noad
Brett Norris
Rob North
Kirk Osadetz
Brenda Pearson
John Peirce
Guy Plint
Kyla Poelzer
Frank Pogubila

Brian Pratt
Weishan Ren
Claude Ribordy
Cindy Robinson
Terry Sami
Chris Seibel
Megan Simons
Heather Slavinski
Randy Smith
Tom Sneddon
Vern Stasiuk
Glen Stockmal
Naomi Storey
Martin Teitz
Scott Thain
Damien Thenin
Richard Thom
Clint Tippett
Elizabeth Turner
Christian Viau
John Waldron
Michael Webb
Gerald Wendland
Marissa Whittaker
Gordon Williams
Jay Williams
Andrew Willis
Dan Wright
Keith Yaxley
Colin Yeo

Jean-Francois Gagnon
Robert Gardner
David Gardner
Dan Gee
Meriem Grifi Dennis
Torrey Hallan
Dale Hardcastle
Caterina Heikkinen
Brian Hester
Gemma Hildred
Travis Hobbs
Amir Hosseini
Nicole Hunter
Natalya Ionkina
Art Irwin
Biyi Ishola
Bryce Jablonski
Erin James

Adriana Jerez
Jassie Kang
David Keighley
Melanie Klucker
Jürgen Kraus
Melissa Kuechler
Ross Kukulski
Brent Kuntz
Cheryl Kuyten
Stan Lavender
Jason Lavigne
Michael Le
Janice LeDrew
Carmen Lee
Paul Levesque
Jaime Lo
Adam MacDonald
Sabita Makoon-Singh

Volunteer Awards
For Members who have served the Society for up to 5 years
Lindsey Abbott
Rachael Acker
Leye Adeboye
Andres Altosaar
Paul Anderson
Kyle Anderson
Ryan Axani
Kelly Batten Hender
Jessica Beal
Nadine Beaudoin
Alicia Bjarnason
Jeff Boissonneault
Mary Luz Borrero
Karen Bradshaw
Sonia Brar
Ryan Brenner
Harrison Brown
Gary Bugden

David Chunn
Michelle Clements
John Cockbill
Craig Coulombe
Noel Devere-Bennett
David Dolph
Ruben Dominguez
James Duggan
Paul Durkin
Hayley Edwards
Nanna Eliuk
Mona Enachescu
Marc Enter
Colin Etienne
Curtis Evans
Duncan Findlay
Amy Fox
Jason Frank
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Heather Makowecki
Vanessa MarcheggianiCroden
Ryan Martin
Jane Marzetti
Adrienne McDougall
Jayd McGrath
Rob McGrory
Ryan McKay
Les McMillan
Megan Miller
Keith Millis
Christopher Morgan
Kevin Morrison
Mike Mueller
Jacey Neumann
Rachel Newrick
Melissa Newton
Eric Niven
Jennifer Noade
Darcy Novak
Taylor Olson

Gerald Osborn
Lauren Ostridge
Robert Panek
Rob Paul
Laura Pecharsky
Kelsea Pedersen
John Perrin
Russ Phillips
George Pinckney
Sharlene Pollock
Andrei Popescu
Mary-Ellen Price
Adam Pugh
Mark Radomski
Elwin Reichert
Kristin Rohr
Alex Romanov
Katie Romansky
Renu Sahota
Cynthia Sawatzky
Armin Schafer
Emily Schellenberg

Tyler Schmidt
Jesse Schoengut
Nicole Sendziak
Colleen Sherry
Jared Shivak
Jason Shtand
Angie Simpson
Darren Singleton
Chad Sisulak
Brant Skibsted
Catherine Skilliter
Kelly Skuce
Warren Smart
Geoffrey Speers
Janelle Springer
Tony Stadnyk
Tassia Stainton
Chris Steinhoff
Rudy Strobl
Brodie Sutherland
Amy Switzer
Ryan Szol

Mark Thomas
Eric Thornhill
Brian Tuffs
Allan Turner
Vic Urban
Pei-Ling Wang
Neil Watson
Paul Webster
Courtney Whibbs
Samuel Williams
Melissa Williams
Jamie Wills
Andrew Wiseman
Heather Wright
Hong Yang
Denise Yee
Tanya Yeomans
Calista Yim
Yi Zhao

Membership

At the end of fiscal year 2015-2016, CSPG had the following number of members in various categories:

Membership Type

Number of Memberships

Full
Associate
In-Transition Full
In-Transition Associate
Recent Graduate
Emeritus
Honorary
Student
In-Transition Student

1677
212
183
36
33
112
58
720
32

This was the first year that CSPG offered an In Transition membership to members who have been laid off and are unemployed.
The membership is offered free of charge to members who expired within the last 12 months and is valid for a maximum of two
years or until the member finds employment. In Transition members receive all the benefits of their previous membership with
exception to mailing of the Reservoir magazine, which is available online through the member login.

History & Archives Committee
Chair | Clint Tippett
CDiscussions with the office and with historian David Finch about
plans to preserve the history of the CSPG for the period 2003 to
2027, that is to say the final quarter century leading up to the
CSPG Centennial following in the footsteps of David’s 2002 book

about the CSPG up to that point entitled “Field Notes”. This may
involve a renewal of a program to interview Past-Presidents and
to ensure the preservation of vital records. The work is ongoing.
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CSPG Foundation

Chair | Brett Norria
The CSPG Foundation is the charitable arm
of the CSPG that was established in 1978
by some visionary CSPG members during
the CSPG’s 50th anniversary, originally
conceived to endow an income to finance
aspects of the CSPG Outreach Program,
particularly the Student Industry Field Trip
(SIFT). The CSPG Foundation (formerly
called the Educational Trust Fund, or ‘ETF’)
is charged with developing and stewarding
donations to “fund programs that inspire
and advance education, foster technical
excellence and encourage awareness of
petroleum geoscience” (CSPG Foundation
Mission Statement). The CSPG Foundation
is an independent organization, separate
and distinct from the CSPG, complete with
a separate board of trustees and deed,
but nonetheless represents the more than
3,000 CSPG members. This arrangement
is necessary to maintain the charitable
designation of the CSPG Foundation.
As the CSPG member’s charitable outreach
arm, the Foundation is fully occupied with
our core business of funding outreach initiatives that the members find worthwhile
and that are consistent with the vision of
the CSPG and CSPG Foundation. These
outreach activities cover a broad scope,
from grade school student and teacher
awareness and education right through
to university undergraduate and graduate
student and thesis awards.
During the previous fiscal year (ending

August 31, 2015), the CSPG Foundation awarded approximately $149,000
to various educational and outreach
requests. This is a 142% increase over the
prior year. University-affiliated recipients
received the majority of the funding. The
programs that receive funding include
bursaries, scholarships, field study grants,
donations to Canadian universities, and
grants to external organizations engaged
in geoscience outreach. Not all requests
are funded. The criteria for funding
requests have changed through time. If
the requests do not meet our mandate, or
if available funding is limited for the fiscal
year, some requests may not be granted.
Criteria for funding can be found on the
CSPG Foundation website (www.cspg.
org/foundation).
**INSERT GRAPH**
There continues to be great demand for
additional funding as reflected in the
doubling of individual donations this past
fiscal year. However, we cannot continue
to fund these programs without ongoing
support by donations from CSPG members,
funding from the CSPG and other corporations. As a member of the CSPG, this is
your Foundation, and it exists to ensure
that your donated funds are managed
effectively and distributed according to
the needs and wishes of you, the donors
and CSPG members.
Our board currently consists of eight
trustees. Typically, many of the trustees
are former directors or executive of the

CSPG, which provides a coherency that best
serves the CSPG members. The current
board includes Stan Lavender, Andrew Fox,
Tom Sneddon, Kathleen Shannon, Jassie
Kang (Treasurer), Kirk Osadetz (Secretary),
Kyla Poelzer (Vice Chair), and myself, Brett
Norris (Chairman). The trustees have
worked hard this past year to provide
better governance, focus on our role and
financial metrics as a charity, increase our
transparency to donors, create a strategic
plan, as well as bring in new trustees
with specific skills needed on the board.
While this may not seem like interesting
information, it is vitally important to the
sustainability and relevance of the CSPG
Foundation. More information about
the CSPG Foundation, the trustees, the
programs that are funded, applying for
grants, and making donations can be
found on the CSPG website (www.cspg.
org/foundation).
The trustees and the many beneficiaries
of the Foundation funding would like to
thank the CSPG members for their past
donations. We look forward to continuing
to build our ability to achieve our goals,
and by extension, the goals of the CSPG
organization and its members. I would
also like to take this opportunity to thank
the current trustees for their dedication
and energy. It is a privilege to serve as
the Chairman of such an excellent group,
and to be part of the CSPG which in itself
is a great and enduring organization.
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