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President’s Report
Tony Cadrin

As I look back on this past year I am
reminded of one question I was pondering
when I last wrote an article addressing the
Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists
Membership; what will 2015 bring the
Petroleum Sector, and the Canadian Society
of Petroleum Geologists members? That
answer is quite clear now, 2015 was a year
of challenges for the Petroleum Industry
and to our members as well.
As the year unfolded we were constantly
reminded of our society’s theme of
PERSPECTIVE. History tells us that petroleum sector has gone through many
commodity cycles in the past, and to be
certain, we are currently in the depth of
one now, which is just as impactful as the
one we survived in the mid-late 1980s.
As a society, we have a wealth of knowledge regarding technical skills, career
development, and past sector cycles. This
collective knowledge of our members is
our strength, and is available to all of us
as we navigate this current down-cycle.
As a review, our initiatives that guided
our focus and activities for 2015 were:
1. Improving the GeoConvention
Partnership LLP
2. Building our presence across Canada
by seeking synergies between Industry,
Universities and Governments through
the Ambassador program
3. Invite and Engage Past Presidents
into active roles with- in the Society
A fantastic example of collected knowledge
being available to the CSPG is through

our Past Presidents initiative. I would
like to acknowledge these individuals
who devoted their time and skill to the
CSPG. When you see these people, please
thank them for their guidance and listen
to their advice on how to move forward.
• Dale Leckie - Ambassador at Large,
Oil Sands and Heavy Oil Symposium,
Gussow 2015, International Core Conference at ACE 2016
• Paul Mckay - CSPG Chair ACE 2016,
Gussow 2015
• Kirk Osadetz - CSPG Foundation Trustee
• John Varsek - Past Presidents Advisory
Council
• Graham Bloy - Hunter Award Committee,
Short Course Author
• Colin Yeo - Ambassador Vice Chair,
Southern Ontario Ambassador, CSPG
Award Task Force
• Jeff Packard – ESfS Committee Member
• Craig Lamb – Atlantic Provinces Ambassador
• John Hogg – Past President Advisory
Council, AAPG President 2015-2016
• Brad Hayes - BC and Prairie Ambassador
• Ian Hutcheon - BC Ambassador
• Ed Klovan – Presidents Special Awards
Committee (Bob McCrossan/Perry Glasiter
original editors of the First Atlas of the
Western Canada Sedimentary Basin)
• Gordon Williams – Awards Review
Task Force
• Ian McIlreath – Ambassador Chair and
Prairie Ambassador, Awards review Task
Force Chair, Medal of Merit, Hunter, and
RJW Douglas Medal Award Committees,
Mountjoy Carbonate Conference Field
Trips and Core Conference Chair, Bulletin

Associate Editor
• Bill Ayrton – SIFT Founder, Lecturer,
and Judge
The Board of Directors committed to
delivering valuable services to its membership in 2015, whatever your experience
or career path. We realized our goal to
maximize services to members through
our many successful events, which were
facilitated by our dedicated volunteers
and staff. When you see these people,
please thank them for their efforts on our
behalf and ask them what you can do to get
involved. Through joint member meetings
we managed our risk and enhanced the
learning experience by combining our
efforts with our valued partner societies
in 2015 through:
• AAPG through the Playmakers Forum
, March 1
• CSEG and CWLS through GeoConvention, May 4-8th
• SEPM through Eric Mountjoy Carbonate
Research Conference, August 23-28th
• U of C Geoscience faculty through
Gussow Conference on Fine-Grained
Rocks, Oct 13-15
In conclusion, the CSPG and its members
have proven their resilience by working
together to host and attend the many events
that contribute to our career development
and prepare us for the inevitable recovery
of our petroleum industry.
Thank you, for a year of many fond
memories, and for the opportunity to
serve the CSPG membership.
Sincerely, Tony Cadrin
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Finance Report
Finance Director: Astrid Arts

The CSPG 2015 fiscal year ran from September 1, 2014 through
to August 31, 2015.
A lot can happen in a year. WTI went from US $92.92 to US
$49.20, the Canadian dollar went from $0.91 to $0.76 US and
over 35,000 people in Alberta lost their jobs in the petroleum
industry. Albertans elected an NDP government in May who
increased corporate and personal income taxes and have left
an air of uncertainty over our industry. The CSPG is registered
federally under the Not-For-Profit Act and so as an organization
we won’t feel an added tax burden but we recognize that many
of our members, corporate sponsors, advertisers and exhibitors
will. We are in a recession unlike any we have seen since the
1980’s. Most companies are not projecting WTI prices to turn
around until 2017 but even that may be bullish. How long this
will last is anybody’s guess.
The CSPG has felt the effects of the downturn. On the whole
though, we are in good financial shape to weather the storm
thanks to the solid work of many past CSPG Finance Directors,
CSPG Executives as well as Lis, Eric and the rest of the CSPG
office staff. Savings during profitable years has positioned the
CSPG with an Internally Restricted Rainy Day fund of $1.1 MM
and an unrestricted fund of $720 K at year end. Our portfolio is
conservatively invested where we hold an asset mix of 80% Fixed
Income and 20% Equities on an Adjusted Cost Base. Operationally, we brought in $1.9 MM in Revenue and had $2.2 MM in
Expenses. Fully audited Financial Statements will be available on
the cspg.org website by the end of December if you are curious
about all the details. For 2015 we posted a loss of ~$230 K, quite
a swing from the ~$175 K profit we made in fiscal year 2014.
Most of that loss was the result of reduced sponsorship, lower
attendance at our events, donation to CSPG Foundation and a
reduced profit from the GeoConvention Partnership. Nothing
unexpected in a downturn.
As a Not-For-Profit society our metrics for success are different
than the E&P and Service companies many of our members
work for. The mission of the CSPG is to advance the professions
of the energy geosciences – as it applies to geology, foster the
scientific, technical learning and professional development of
its members; and promote the awareness of the profession
to industry and the public. As a society we accomplish this
through the tireless work of volunteers in 40+ committees, it is
astounding what our CSPG community accomplishes and it is
something we should all be proud of.

Some highlights of our activities from 2015:
- 16 Technical Luncheons, Fall & Spring Education Weeks &
a Gussow Conference on Geomodelling
- The GeoConvention Partnership ran its first geoConvention
since its formation as its own legal entity in which CSPG has
a 45% ownership (along with CSEG 45% and CWLS 10%)
- Three Joint Venture Conferences
- Oil Sands with AAPG, Playmakers with AAPG & the inaugural
Mountjoy Carbonate Conference with SEPM
- 4 sporting events
- Road Race & Fun Run, Squash Tournament, Mixed Golf
and Classic Golf Tournaments (Classic moved to a new 1
day format)
- Continued investment in our Young Professional and
Outreach programs and we launched the CSPG Ambassador
program which is working on improving our relationships
with universities and organizations across the country.
- $75 K donation to the CSPG Foundation (from 2014
Audited Profits)
Looking forward into the 2016 Fiscal Year we are looking at
ways to adjust our programs to best meet our member needs
in this new environment. We recognize that our community is
one of our biggest strengths and our society and industry will
be forever different when prices rebound. Our demographics
will have changed as many of our members retire. New grads,
young and seasoned professionals who have struggled to find
work over the last year, may choose to leave industry and the
profession. As a society we have money in the bank to pay for
our activities for a few more years at current spending levels
but we have challenged our committees to see what they can
do this year with 80% of their budgets. This is the 88th year of
our society and if there is one thing we can say with certainty,
it is that every time the price of oil goes down … it always goes
back up.
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2014/2015 Conferences

September 22nd - 24th, 2014
Chair: David Garner

The Gussow 2014 Closing The Gap II: Advances in Applied
Geomodeling for Hydrocarbon Reservoir ran on September
22nd- 23rd, 2014 at the Rimrock Resort Hotel in Banff, Alberta.
This conference had 122 delegates from around the world. The
technical schedule included 34 speakers and 9 poster presenters
over two days. The conference sponsors were Sclumberger,

Baker Hughes, Geovariances, Ikon Science, Paradigm, APEGA,
Geomodeling, Halliburton, Enerplus and Streamsim.
The organizing committee included Chairperson David Garner.
The Poster Committee was comprised of Olena Babak, Amir
Hosseini and Mehran Hassampour.

October 14th - 16th, 2014

Co-Chairs: Fran Hein & Chris Seibel
The planning committee would like to thank all those
who attended the “Oils Sands and Heavy Oil, a Local to Global
Multidisciplinary Collaboration Symposium” from October 14
to 16, 2014, sponsored by the CSPG and AAPG. It was a great
success and the planning committee is hoping this will be the

first of a reoccurring event every 3 to 4 years. We would also like
to thank the session co-chairs for finding fantastic leading-edge
presenters and organizing a first class program. And thanks to
the presenters, who provide superb content that was second to
none. Two of the sessions were standing room only. And finally
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thanks to all of our financial sponsors, so
important to the success of this event.
Here is a short recap of the three days. The
first day began with a session discussing
global bitumen and heavy oil resources,
demand outlooks and supplies. Deposits
from California, Utah, China, and Russia
were examined and the importance of
these bitumen and heavy oil deposits to
meet global energy needs were outlined.
The next session examined large-scale
geology of the McMurray Formation. Global-,
continental-, and regional- scale controls on
sedimentation patterns of the McMurray
were reviewed. Modern analogues presented
included the meandering Chehalis River,
West Coast US; Fraser River, west coast
Canada; and the Severn Estuary, United
Kingdom. Oil sands prospects beyond the
McMurray Fm. in the Athabasca Basin
were also presented.

Day 2 began with a focus on mediumto micro-scale geology and reservoir
characterization. Presentations examined
syn-depositional trends related to underlying karst collapse, facies architecture
within fluvial channel belts and controls
on reservoir heterogeneity distribution.
Discussions focused on methods to
characterize micro- to intermediate-scale
heterogeneities in the reservoir and how
to model them. The final talks integrated
geology and engineering to understand
the combined effect on oil recovery and
what this tells us about SAGD production
mechanisms.
During the second half of day two a wide
range of topics were examined from
planning for the challenges of the postheavy oil world to integrating geology and
engineering to solve upcoming reservoir
challenges. Topics included microbiology of
bitumen-rich oil sands; impact of geology
on SAGD well design, integrity and in-well

control devices; new methodologies to
improve static and dynamic characterization of SAGD projects; and re-locatable
facilities.
The last day began with a focused session
on caprock integrity and reservoir containment. This session was well attended with
those there sharing in an exciting session
with participation from both the Alberta
Energy Regulator and industry. Presentations examined mapping, geoscience
characterization, observation methods
to manage caprock integrity, and geomechanical simulations supporting SAGD cap
rock integrity assessment.
The symposium ended with a session
on land and water use, carbon management and social perceptions of risk. The
symposium wrapped up with a discussion
chaired by Terry Abel, Director, Oil Sands
at Canadian Association of Petroleum
Producers (CAPP).

March 31st, 2015
Chair: John Hogg

The inaugural CSPG/AAPG
Playmaker Forum was held at the Hyatt
Regency in Calgary on March 31, 2015 and
was very well received by the attendees.
The forum consisted of eleven speakers,
each of whom were provided with 35
minutes to speak on topics that included,
exploration creativity, professionalism,
unconventional exploration workflows,
emerging plays and discovery thinking
case histories.
The concept of the Playmaker Forum is
simple, to focus on the both the commercial and scientific/technical elements that
are required to successfully move a play
from an idea, to a prospect and ultimately
to discovery.
Our thanks to the sponsors; CNOOCNexen,
Paramount Resources, Nalcor Energy,
APEGA, and Mundiregina Resources
whose support helped us to bring our
keynote speakers and provide our AV

requirements, all greatly appreciated by
the organizing committee.
We would also like to thank the CSPG
staff, in particular, Candace Seepersad for
her work on logistics, Emma MacPherson
for capturing the webcasts and Kasandra
Amaro and Lis Bjeld for all of their help
organizing the Forum.

We are currently developing the program
for the next Playmaker Forum in Q2, 2016.
If you have ideas, views, comment or a
wilingness to volunteer to help, please
let us know.
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May 4th - 6th, 2015
The GeoConvention Partnership Board would like to
thank all of our sponsors, exhibitors, presenters, session chairs,
and volunteers who helped us exceed expectations in delivering
a best-in-class technical program along with amazing exhibits,
networking and luncheon events.

contribution of reservoir quality to differential wellbore
production of single-pad, multi-lateral wells in the Eagle Ford,
South Texas, USA.
Christopher C. Matson, Bruce MacPherson, Bruce Rowley,
and Mark Jaeger

Below you will find a listing of the oral presentations and
posters that were identified as worthy of special recognition.
Throughout the convention, oral presentations were judged by
session chairs and delegates within the audience. Each poster
presenter gave a brief presentation at their poster and these
were evaluated by volunteer judges. These votes were tabulated
to identify the best and honourable mentions for both industry
and student presenters. In the past, awards were given based
on the subject area of the presentation, however, this year the
awards are given independent of discipline. In addition, the
CSPG Foundation Baillie Award recognizes the best student
geological oral presentation and poster.

Multi-attribute fracture analysis of the Washout Creek 3C-3D
data set
Michael J. Perz, Xinxiang Li, Wendy Ohlhauser, Ritesh Kumar
Sharma, Peter Cary, and Satinder Chopra

We are already looking forward to GeoConvention 2016 taking
place March 7-11, 2016. Our technical program and exhibition floor are at the Telus Convention Centre from March 7-9
with additional activities and events planned for March 10th
and 11th. With low commodity prices and an ever changing
economic and business environment, it is imperative that
the industry optimize the way in which it operates. Whether
enhancing recovery methods or finding the optimal path for a
horizontal well; maximizing the return of capital employed or
simply, Optimizing Resources, the theme for GeoConvention
2016, is key to success.

Best Oral Presentation Awards

Reading Between the Lines II: A NEBC Shale Gas Quantitative
Interpretation Case Study Incorporating Multi-component Data
Laurie M. Weston Bellman, Andrew Nicol, Jennifer
Leslie-Panek,Pamela Reid, and Eric Von Lunen
AVA from prestack 3DVSP images
W. Scott Leaney
Elemental (XRF), mineralogical (XRD), and organic geochemical
(programmed pyrolysis) analyses used to determine the

Keeping it real: deterministic geomodel of the Little Bow Upper
Mannville I Pool: simulating layered behavior in a valley fill
sequence to optimize ASP flood design
J. Anne Thomson

Best Oral Presentation – Honourable Mention
Stratigraphic Controls of Quaternary Aquifer Deposits in the
Primrose and Wolf Lake Oil Sands Development Areas, Northeast Alberta
Kristyn Adams

Multidisciplinary approach to identify open fracture systems
and assess their impact on hydraulic fracturing and microseismic
Jean-Yves Chatellier, Tammy Chow and Jennie Wong
Elnora D2B Pool - A new Central Alberta Nisku Reef Conventional Light Oil Discovery
Ted McFeely, Ken Hayes and Marlo Baydala
Evidence for hyper-extended continental crust in the East
Orphan Basin from seismic reflection data and potential field
forward modelling and inversion
J. Kim Welford, Deric Cameron, James Carter and Richard
Wright
Devonian Petroleum Systems and Exploration Potential, Southern
Alberta, A Review in Three Parts (Part 1)
Rick Wierzbicki, Andy Mort & Leonard Stevens

Best Poster Award

Recent Updates to the Bedrock Topography Model of Alberta
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Kelsey E. MacCormack, Steve Lyster,
and Nigel Atkinson

Best Poster Honourable
Mention
The Garbutt shale of the B.C. Liard Basin:
A potential liquids-rich play?
Filippo Ferri, Margot McMechan, Omid
Haeri Ardakani, and Hamed Sanei

Climate Cycles Drive Aquatic Ecologic
Changes in the Fort McMurray Region
of Northern Alberta, Canada
Lisa A. Neville, Paul Gammon, Timothy
R. Patterson, and Graeme T. Swindles

Best Student Oral
Presentation Award

Gravity monitoring of 4D fluid migration in SAGD reservoirs incorporating
sedimentology
E Judith Elliott and Alexander Braun
Effect of Pressure on Electrical Conductivity and Formation Factor in Sandstone
Tariq E. Mohammed*, Simon GonzalesSirois , Bernard Giroux, Doug R. Schmitt,

and Cornelia Schmidt-Hattenberger

Best Student Oral Presentation – Honourable Mention

Prediction of stratigraphic units from
spectral co-occurance coefficients of
well logs
Ben B. Bougher
Seismic wave scattering in viscoelastic
media: Born approximation
Shahpoor Moradi and Kristopher A.
Innanen
Basin Modeling in Western Newfoundland
Using Oil Seep Samples
Martin Schwangler, Nicholas B., Harris,
and John W. F., Waldron

Best Student Poster Award

Comparing step-length calculation using
well logs with a line search method
Babatunde Arenrin, Gary Margrave,
and John Bancroft

Best Student Poster –
Honourable Mention

Petrophysical characterization of the
Upper Cretaceous Second White Specks
alloformation, Willesden Green – Gilby
area, Alberta
Kienan Marion and Dr. Burns Cheadle

CSPG Foundation Baillie
Awards
Best Student Geology Oral
Presentation
Paleochannel migration history and characterization of resulting point bars, counter
point bar, and abandoned channels from
an Upper Cretaceous fluvial meander
belt, Dinosaur Park Badlands, Alberta
Paul R. Durkin

Best Student Geology Poster
Presentation

A Study of Jurassic Paleoenvironment and
Paleoclimate in the Western Canadian
Sedimentary Basin Using Foraminiferal
Assemblages
Leanne M. Tingley* and Melissa Sawyer

May 7th - 8th, 2015
The annual CSPG Core Conference
was held again at the AER Core Research
facility May 7-8th, 2015 here in Calgary
and was a great success. Our focus this
year was to provide delegates with insights
into the newest plays and prospects and
with an estimated 500 attendees each day,
the conference attracted a great deal of
attention and conversation hosting the
most out-of-system, or non-AER, core
compared to past years conferences. The

program consisted of eighteen presentations with core from across Canada, three
of which were technical presentations
from AGAT Laboratories, Weatherford and
Core Laboratories marking a first and very
well received display of new technology in
core research and analysis. With sessions
spanning Clastics and Carbonates to Oil
Sands, Frontiers and Geophysical Integration, the breadth of knowledge presented
this year was nothing short of extensive.

Its success would not have been possible
without our sponsors; Tourmaline, AGAT
Laboratories, Weatherford, Core Laboratories, Tarcore, and the Alberta Energy
Regulator, for which we are extremely
thankful for their ongoing support. We
would also like to extend our thanks to
the CSPG staff and especially Candace
Seepersad for organizing the logistics of the
conference, Ray Geuder for his continued
and experienced support, Briana Kaspers
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and David Geuder for their logistical help ordering core, and
Ashley Moisson and the staff at the AER. Finally, many thanks
to all of the presenters, without which we would not have a
world class technical program.
We would like to congratulate this year’s Core Conference
Award winners:

Best Core Presentation

Abstract Title: Reservoir Heterogeneity in Marginal Marine
Settings of the Athabasca Oil Sands: Apparent Continuity of
Mud Beds Between Closely Spaced Cores
Michael Ranger

Tied winners of the Best Student Core Presentation

Abstract Title: Sedimentary Fabrics of the Inner Estuary and
Fluvio-Tidal Transition Zone of the Petitcodiac River Estuary
Alina Shchepetkina
Abstract Title: A Storm-Influenced Shoreface Succession within
the Cambrian Mount Clark Formation of the Colville Hills Region,
Northwest Territories
David Herbers
Next year, the CSPG Core Conference will be held during the
AAPG ACE 2016 Convention from June 23rd- 24th, for a diverse
and international display of core and talks.

August 23rd - 28th, 2015
Chair: Alex MacNeil

The CSPG-SEPM inaugural Mountjoy Meeting took place August
23rd-28th at the Banff Centre and the AER Core Research Facility
in Calgary, Alberta. Named in honour of Dr. Eric Mountjoy, the
purpose of the meeting was to bring together geoscientists
from industry, government, and academic institutions that are
conducting applied research on topics related to the characterization and modeling of carbonate reservoirs. Given his reputation
as a professor and supervisor of over fifty graduate theses from
the 1960s through to the early 2000s, it was of no surprise that
Eric would have wished that the meeting specifically include
the opportunity for students and early career professionals to
demonstrate their research.
The meeting kicked-off Sunday evening at the Banff Centre with
an Icebreaker which was a great way for participants to meet
each other and old acquaintances to catch-up. We had wonderful
weather and the view of the mountains surrounding the Banff
Centre was topped off when a magnificent bull elk with an
incredible rack of antlers wandered by. Approximately 45% of
the 115 delegates came from outside of Canada from countries
that included the United States, Brazil, England, Scotland, the

Netherlands, Belgium, Norway, France, Spain, Qatar and China,
so seeing such wildlife was an extra treat. Approximately 60% of
the meeting delegates were from industry, with the remainder
being academics and students (nearly 20% students). The male
to female demographic was approximately 65% male and 35%
female. The conference sponsors included CSPG Foundation,
Shell, AGAT Laboratories, Osum, Imperial Oil, Husky Energy,
ExxonMobil,
On Monday morning the technical portion of the meeting
commenced with introductory remarks from the Technical Chairs
Alex MacNeil and Jeff Lonnee, followed by a formal welcome
from CSPG President Tony Cadrin. The third Technical Chair of
the meeting, Rachel Wood, was unable to attend because of
extenuating circumstances - she was conducing fieldwork in
Siberia!
Technical sessions on Monday and Tuesday focussed on dolomitization, diagenesis, fluid flow in carbonate reservoirs, and unconventional carbonate reservoirs. There were far too many talks
and posters to summarize, but several presentations and posters
revolved around the characterization of dolomitized reservoirs
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at various scales, from seismic to the fine
pore scale. There were also important
presentations on play concepts and the
use of seismic for evaluating different
types of dolostone reservoirs. From the
Sverdrup Basin to modeling of dolomitized
Miocene carbonates in Egypt, and the
modeling of fractured Jurassic carbonates
in Kurdistan, the sessions delivered key
findings on various research topics that are
of significant importance to our science.
Tuesday afternoon included a number
of talks and posters on unconventional
carbonate reservoirs, especially those in
the United States, which impressed upon
the audience the need for integrated
studies that include high-resolution
sequence stratigraphy, petrophysical, and
geochemical characterization at many
different scales.
On Tuesday evening a formal banquet
in honour of Eric Mountjoy took place.
Hosted by former students Eva Drivet
and Richard (Dick) Walls, the evening
consisted of several presentations. Tony
Cadrin, as President of the CSPG, started
off the evening followed by Dr. Rick Sarg
who spoke on behalf of the SEPM. Rick, as
a student of Lloyd Pray, had the opportunity to meet Eric when he was conducting
his Ph.D. studies on Permian evaporites
in New Mexico, and recounted how Eric
had suggested they use a portable rock
saw to get better samples from the field –
with great success. He remembered how
students referred to Lloyd, Eric and Robin
(Bathurst) as the “three musketeers”. The
presentations continued with Drs. Roger
Macqueen, Hairuo Qing, Mark Mallamo,
and Ben Rostron. These presentations,
which reminisced on Eric’s career and
his contributions to the science, were
complemented by letters read aloud from
former students including Ian Macintyre,
Noel James, Pat Lee, and the Principal

of McGill University Susan Fortier. Two
common themes emerged from the
presentations… the “state” of Eric’s office
at McGill, which apparently culminated
in the collapse of several bookshelves
while Eric was in his office, and his gentle
character that fostered the development
of so many young geology students and
lifelong mentorship. The evening was very
special indeed and a wonderful tribute to
his legacy. Anita Mountjoy was present
not only for the banquet but the entire
meeting, which was wonderful.
On Wednesday we took a break from the
technical sessions and headed out into
the field. Five field trips were offered,
varying from a guided tour of the famous
Walcott Quarry of the Burgess Shale,
Cambrian aged stromatolites, fossil beds
at Mt. Stephen, to more technical field
trips including Devonian stratigraphy and
vuggy porosity at Canmore and a guided
tour of hydrothermal dolomite localities
in the region. An unexpected twist was
dense smoke in the area due to forest
fires in Washington State and western
Canada, which obscured views of the
mountains and added a bit of suspense
to the day, but in the end did not hamper
the success of the trips.
The technical sessions resumed Thursday
with presentations on vuggy and fractured
carbonate reservoirs in the morning and
carbonate modeling presentations in
the afternoon. From fracture and reservoir characterization talks that focused
on subsurface fields, to studies of the
Madison Formation with amazing cliff-side
exposures, and a presentation from Lundin
Petroleum on the recent multi-billion
barrel Johan Sverdrup oil field discovery in
the North Sea, the morning was certainly
“action packed”. The enthusiasm carried
on in the afternoon with a range of talks
highlighting the latest advancements

in pore-scale modeling, including the
importance of wettability on the predictive capability of pore-scale models, to
larger scale modeling studies related to
hydrothermal circulation and diagenesis
as well as alternative surface-based
modeling methods. The day concluded
with a presentation on detailed carbonate
studies from the Sergipe-Alagoas Basin in
northeastern Brazil.
Although the technical sessions concluded
Thursday, the meeting continued on Friday
with a core workshop at the Alberta Energy
Regulator Core Research Facility in Calgary.
Several presentations and core displays
gave participants the opportunity to see
a wide range of carbonate reservoirs
with data about their exploration and/or
production histories. Both conventional
and unconventional reservoirs of various
ages were shown, and probably the most
exotic was focused on Oligocene carbonates
from Kurdistan. Not everyone attended the
core workshop – a number of participants
opted instead to take part in a two-day
field trip examining Devonian platform
and off-platform stratigraphy exposed
in the mountain ranges between Banff
and Jasper, led by John Weissenberger,
Murray Gilhooly, and Pak Wong.
So what’s next? By all accounts the
inaugural meeting was very successful
and a Special Publication is expected to
follow. Bigger picture, the SEPM-CSPG
Mountjoy Meetings are planned to be
industry-applied carbonate science meetings
that take place every four years in rotating
venues, with the intent to highlight the
latest advancements in research. There
is a strong desire to stagger the meetings
with the Bathurst Carbonate Meetings,
so the plan is to have the next meeting
in 2017 followed by a meeting in 2021.
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Technical Programs
Continuing Education
Chair: Alexis Anastas
The Continuing Education Committee is composed of
6 Calgary-based volunteers. The group put forward a number
of short courses and field trips in the 2014-2015 fiscal year
period. Below is a table summarizing what was held. 7 Courses
were held in the Fall of 2014 and 7 courses in the pre and post
timeframes to Geoconvention. In total 2 Field trips were held.
The autumn courses were spread from September to November
while the spring courses were mostly the week before and after
geoconvention.

START DATE

Along with running courses in Calgary, the Continuing Education Committee is working on expanding its reach to education
into other areas of Canada (Specifically Northern Alberta and
Newfoundland). We are working to integrate our activities with
those of Gussow and the Technical Committees in order to bring
in relevant courses at a reasonable cost.
Continuing Education Volunteers: Alexis Anastas – Chair,
Ali Beken, Cindy Robinson, Ryan Brenner, Sabita MakoonSingh, and George Pinckney.

COURSE TITLE

INSTRUCTOR

COURSES
September 03, 2014

Basics of Geomodeling – An Overview

David Garner

September 25, 2014

An Introduction to Advanced Geostatistics

Dr. Clayton V. Deutsch, P.Eng.
and Dr. John G. Manchuk, P.Eng.

October 06, 2014

Reservoir Geomechanics in Thermal
Operations

Safdar Khan

October 09, 2014

The Bakken-Three Forks - An Unconventional
Petroleum & Reservoir System - A Workshop

Dr. Rick Sarg

November 05, 2014

SAGD - Reservoir Engineering for
Geoscientists & Non Reservoir Engineers

Dr. Hussain Sheikha
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START DATE

COURSE TITLE

INSTRUCTOR

November 17, 2014

Mannville Stratigraphy, Sedimentology and
Petroleum Geology

Dr. Doug Cant

November 17, 2014

Characterization and Management of
SAGD Reservoirs with Geostatistical and
Optimization Techniques (4-day course)

Dr. Clayton V. Deutsch, P.Eng.
and Dr. John G. Manchuk, P.Eng

April 27, 2015

Clastic Diagenesis and Reservoir Quality

Nick Harris

April 27, 2015

Mannville Stratigraphy, Sedimentology and
Petroleum Geology

Doug Cant

April 28, 2015

Evaluating Source Rocks in a Risk Analysis
Framework

Nick Harris

April 29, 2015

Facies Architecture and Sequence
Stratigraphy of Delta System: From
Exploration to Reservoir Performance

Janok P. Bhattacharya

April 30, 2015

SAGD Fundamentals - Application of Core,
Geology, Geophysics and Geochemistry

Rudy Strobl, Milovan Fustic &
Daryl Wightman

April 30, 2015

Natural Fracture Systems: An approach to
evaluating Resource Plays

Paul MacKay, Hutch Jobe

Field Seminars
June 16, 2015

The Athabasca Oil Sands Area from Basin
to Molecular Scale – 4D Observations from
Inside the Reservoir

Rudy Strobl, Milovan Fustic &
Daryl Wightman

June 20, 2015

An Excursion to Leduc 1 Energy Discovery
Centre, Devon, AB

Clint Tippett
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Technical Luncheon
Chair: Ryan Mohr
The 2014-2015 CSPG Technical Luncheon series completed
another great season this past summer. The committee was
successful in bringing in world-class speakers who delivered
talks on a full spectrum of geoscience topics from across the
globe. Talks focused on eolian sedimentation, geomechanics,
fluvial sedimentology, Precambrian paleontology, geochemistry, seismic interpretation, and new plays in Canada’s North.
This variety in both topic and geography is what we continually endeavor to bring to our membership year after year.
We owe thanks to several groups and individuals for their
support over the 2014-2015 season. First, we would like
to extend an enormous thank you to all of our speakers for
their generosity in sharing their ideas, research and valuable
time with our membership. Furthermore, most speakers gave
the CSPG consent to publish their presentations to the CSPG
webcasting page making this information and knowledge

available to all of our membership. The CSPG Technical
Luncheon Committee would also like to pass on an
enormous thank you to geoLOGIC for their continued
sponsorship of the webcasting program. Thank you to
the AAPG for their continued support and providing what
is continually a great source for world class speakers to
our membership. The AAPG manages all logistics and
costs associated with bringing their speakers to Calgary
so in every way this relationship provides a great deal of
value to our society. In March 2015 the CSPG held their
first joint technical luncheon with the Society of Petroleum Engineers. We thank them for their collaboration
in what may be the beginning of a long tradition. The
committee said farewell to Richard Thom in early 2015
and we’d like to thank him for his energy and contributions.

DATE

TITLE

SPEAKER

September 09, 2014

Eolian Explorations: Dunes, Deformation, and Diagenesis

Dr. Marjorie A. Chan

September 23, 2014

Fifty Shades Freed: From Pore to Seismic an Integrated Workflow
Identifying Sweet Spots in the Liquids Rich Duvernay Formation
Kaybob, AB

Lindsay Dunn

October 07, 2014

Reservoir Characterization in Carbonate Mudrocks - The
Unconventional Conventional - The Next Generation Carbonate
Reservoir

Dr. Rick Sarg

October 22, 2014

The Great Flood: Alberta’s “biblical” deluge of 2013

Jon Noad

November 12, 2014

Large, heterolithic channel fills of the Upper Permian Rangal Coal
Measures, Queensland, Australia: well-exposed analogues for the
McMurray Formation

Dr. Christopher R. Fielding

November 19, 2014

Episodic Tectonics in the Phanerozoic Succession of the North
American Arctic and the “10 Million Year Flood”

Ashton Embry

December 09, 2014

The Marble Canyon fossil deposit, a new “Burgess Shale”
treasure-trove from Kootenay National Park

Jean-Bernard Caron

January 08, 2015

John Allan: the Founding of Alberta’s Energy Industries

C. William Langenberg

January 27, 2015

Energy and environmental benefits from inclusion-based material
technologies: the evolving gas hydrate story

Kirk Osadetz

February 05, 2015

Geomechanical Controls on Fault and Fracture Distribution with
Application to Structural Permeability and
Hydraulic Stimulation

Scott Mildren

February 18, 2015

Model the Rock! Using Diagenesis Simulation for Rock Property
Prediction

Robert Lander
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March 10, 2015

Characterization of Multi-Porosity Unconventional Reservoirs and
their Relationship to Oil and Gas Productivity

Robert Aguilera

March 24, 2015

Dinosaurs, Mummies and Space-shuttles?

Phillip Manning

April 07, 2015

The Canol Oil Shale Play Central Mackenzie Valley, Northwest
Territories: Geoscience, Operations and Social License

John Hogg

April 21, 2015

Reducing Exploration and Development Risk Using Gas
Geochemistry

Mark McCaffery

May 26, 2015

Exploration Risking and Impact of Direct Hydrocarbon Indicators:
Application of scenario-based AvO classification technology

Krzysztof M. (Chris) Wojcik

B.A.S.S. Division
Co-Chairs: Steve Donaldson & Mark Caplan
DATE

TITLE

SPEAKER

November 24, 2014

Thermal Recovery of Bitumen from the Grosmont Carbonate

Daniel Yang

December 03, 2014

Stratigraphic Insight into Formative Deep- Sea Channel
Processes with Emphasis on Sand Distribution

Stephen M. Hubbard

February 27, 2015

Interpreting Bioturbated Inclined Heterolithic Stratification

Dr. Murray Gingras

March 11, 2015

Perspectives on, and tools for, analyzing geological risk: Moving
beyond the historical analysis of drilling risk to improve
unconventional play performance

Kirk Osadetz & Zhuoheng
Chen

April 14, 2015

Finding Crockerland - An Account of the Origin, Travels and Demise
of an Arctic Micro-continent

Ashton Embry

International Division

Co-Chairs: Jurgen Krauss & Kevin Morrison
DATE

TITLE

SPEAKER

September 17, 2014

Finding Crockerland - An Account of the Origin, Travels and Demise
of an Arctic Micro-continent

Jon Noad

November 12, 2014

Downslope Variations in Slope Channel Body Stacking Patterns in
Outcrop, Magallanes Foreland Basin, Chile

Benjamin Daniels

January 14, 2015

Adventures in Frontier Exploration

Rachel Newrick

April 15, 2015

Field Work in the Axis of Evil

Bob Mummery

May 06, 2015

Understanding Hydrocarbon Generation in the
Irish Atlantic Margin

Sarah J. Porter

1 4 | C O R P O R AT E A N N U A L R E P O R T

Geomodeling Division
Chair: David Garner
DATE

TITLE

SPEAKER

February 25, 2015

Geomodeling in Challenging Oilsands Reservoirs

David Garner

March 25, 2015

Sweet Spot Analysis Using Nonlinear Neural Network with
Multivariate Input and Multivariate Output

Tom Cox

Palaeontology Division
Co-Chair: Harold Whittaker & Jon Noad
DATE

TITLE

SPEAKER

October 17, 2014

The Relationships & Biology of the Caengnathidae, a Family of
North American Oviraptorosaurs

Gregory F. Funston

November 21, 2014

Ice Age Yukon: Mammoths, Migrations and Extinction in the
Northern Refugium

Dr. Duane Froese

January 16, 2015

An overview of the Marine Reptile Group Plesiosauria, and an
Introduction to Deducing the Flexibility of their Neck

Ramon Nagesan

February 20, 2015

The Littlest Brontosaurus: Two New Recumbirostrans
(Lepospondyli) and a Redescription of Rhynchonkos Stovalli, Based
on HRXCT

Matt Szostakiwskyi

March 21, 2015

PALEO 2015
Alberta amateur palaeontologist Hope Johnson: “Now there was a
lady!”

Darren Tanke

Burrowing in early tetrapods: Morphology, ichnology and
diversity

Jason Pardo

Gondwanan amber: The range of inclusions and pseudoinclusions
preserved in Late Cretaceous amber from the Antarctic Circle

Annie Quinney

A new paradigm for the origin of avian flight and “bizarre”
dinosaur structures

Garnet Fraser

The Philip J. Currie Dinosaur Museum, a new museum of
palaeontology in northern Alberta

Robin Sissons
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DATE

TITLE

SPEAKER

Exploring the Devonian of eastern Canada for a fish that bites

Tetsuto Miyashita

A new specimen of ornithomimid (Theropoda) from Dinosaur
Provincial Park provides unprecedented details in dinosaur
plumage and feather evolution

Aaron van der Reese

Palynomorphs from a footprint site in the Nemegt Formation
(Maastrichtian) at Bugiin Tsav, Mongolia

Eva koppelhus

Deinocheirus—one of the few Mongolian dinosaurs not
represented in Alberta

Dr. Phillip Currie

Workshop

April 17, 2015

Exploring Canadian Cretaceous Amber and the Amber Research
Process

Dr. Ryan McKellar

Alberta amateur palaeontologist Hope Johnson: “Now there was a
lady!”

William Ingleson

Structural Division
Chair: Darcie Greggs
DATE

TITLE

SPEAKER

November 21, 2014

The Effects of the Laramide Orogeny, (Early Tertiary) on the Oil
Migration & Entrapment in the Plains area of Southern Canada and
Northern Montana

Michael Griffin

December 04, 2014

Imaging the Overturned Limb of a Footwall Syncline and its Impact
on Exploration in Fold and Thrust Belts

Andrew C Newson

February 02, 2015

Thrust Linkage and Lateral Ramps insight into the thrust kinematics
of the Southern Canadian Front Ranges and Foothills

Paul MacKay

March 05, 2015

Marcellus Shale Field Trips

Peter Fermor

April 02, 2015

Fracture Characterization of the Grosmont Formation Dolomite,
Saleski Alberta

Kent Barett
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Outreach

University Outreach
Chair: Sonia Brar
Committee: Mona Enachescu, Colin Etienne, Mark Caplan, Meriem Grifi Dennis, Melanie
Klucker, Leena Markatchev, Jane Marzetti, Jacey Neumann, Jenn Noade, Eric Thornhill, Chad
Glemser, Jean-Francois Gagnon
Summary of Activities for CSPG University Outreach 2014-2015
The University Outreach (UO) committee had a busy and
successful 2014-2015. UO aims to reach out to and engage
university students across Canada through a variety of means.
This includes financial support and volunteers for four major
student conferences (Atlantic Universities Geoscience Conference AUGC; Western Intra-University Geoscience Conference
WIUGC; Applied Earth Science Research Conference AESRC; and
Jeux de Géologie). CSPG presence at these student conferences
is paramount as it is one of a very few opportunities for the
CSPG to directly interact with students to promote other CSPG
initiatives and understand how they impact students’ lives.
In addition to the student conferences UO has a presence at
GeoConvention. In partnership with the CSEG UO we provide a
social mixer after to foster networking between all students in
attendance. In addition to student conferences UO also provides
Undergraduate Student Awards, Student Event Grants, Lecture
Tours and a Summer Student Field Trip. At the start of the school
year UO mailed out informative posters to universities countrywide, to be displayed in the Geoscience lounges. The posters
bring awareness, promotion and information to students about
event grants, awards and scholarships.
Lecture tours are at the heart of the UO program. They provide

an excellent opportunity for students to learn and network
with industry professionals. The 2014-2015 season had four UO
supported lecture tours by Dr. Tom Moslow, Dr. Chris Fielding,
Dr. Grant Wach and Dr. Tony Cadrin that were very successful
with students and faculty. Dr. Moslow, President of Moslow
Geoscience Consulting and Adjunct Professor in the Department of Geosciences at the University of Calgary, visited five
universities in Western Canada in late October & early November
(University of Regina, University of Saskatchewan, University of
Calgary, University of Alberta and Simon Fraser University) and
spoke to students about “Reservoir Geology of the Montney
Formation, NEBC: A World Class Hydrocarbon Resource Play”.
CSPG hosted Dr. Christopher R. Fielding (University of Nebraska)
for its November 12, 2014 Technical Luncheon and the day after
he went to the University of Calgary to present an off-shoot of
his Technical Luncheon talk. Grant Wach, Dalhousie University
professor, visited U of C and U of A in late January and the
committee received extremely positive feedback. Dr. Cadrin
went out to five universities in Eastern Canada: University of
New Brunswick, Acadia University, St Francis Xavier University,
Dalhousie University and Memorial University. In an economical
downturn like now he spoke to the students about the fluctuations in the petroleum industry, which was positively received.
The lecture tours are an exceptional method for the CSPG to
reach out to students across Canada while providing a rewarding
experience for the lecturers. We are always in search of eager
volunteers to go “on tour”; if you or someone you know is
interested in being a lecturer, please contact Mona Enachescu
(Mona.Enachescu@cavalierenergy.com).
Undergraduate Student Awards and Student Event Grants are
another important avenue for UO to support Canadian geoscience students. Four $1000 Undergraduate Student Awards were
given to high-achieving earth science students with aspirations
to one day enter the petroleum industry. The winners this year
were as follows:
• Billy Garrison (Dalhousie University)
• Zennon Weleschuck (University of Calgary)
• Rebecca Englert (McMaster University)
• David Law (University of Calgary)
Student Event Grants are provided to student societies or organiza-
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tions that wish to host a petroleum-related
educational event such as a field-trip or
short course. In 2014-2015 five $1000
grants were awarded to the following
student clubs for their field trips:
• Dawson Geology Society, Dalhousie
University; Earth Sciences Advanced Field
School to Southern Nevada and Eastern
California
• ATLAS Student’s Society, University of
Alberta; Geology of the Alexandra and
Presqu'ile Barrier Reef Complexes, NWT
• Undergraduate Geoscience Association,
University of Ottawa; Eastern California
Basin and Range: Death Valley
• Petrolia Pioneers Society, University of
Western Ontario; Oil Museum of Canada
in Oil Springs, ON
• AAPG Student Chapter, University of

Calgary; Late Cretaceous Nanaimo Group
Deepwater Deposits of Hornby Island, B.C
The annual Summer Student Field Trip took
place on June 15, 2015. Thirty students
participated and spent the day learning
about the Horseshoe Canyon formation.
The field trip entitled “Marginal marine
depositional environments of the BearpawHorseshoe Canyon Formation Transition,
Drumheller, Alberta,” took the participants
to several outcrops in the Red Deer River
Valley. After a brief stop overlooking the
valley to make introductions and discuss the
geologic framework of the valley sediments
they made their way to into the Red Deer
River Valley and out to East Coulee. The
participants got a chance to get up close
and personal with several trace fossils.
At the next stop, Willow Creek, they got

a look at tidal-influenced deposits. The
final two stops were brief but gave the
participants a chance to observe stacking
patterns of channel deposits in the area.
As you have just read there are a number
of ways UO continues to successfully
support students across Canada. We are
however, always searching for new and
creative ways to engage students and
improve the UO program for the future.
None of the above achievements would
have been possible without the time
and dedication put in by all of the UO
committee volunteers - thank you! UO
would also like to acknowledge and thank
the CSPG Office Staff (especially Kasandra
Amaro), Directors, the CSPG Foundation
and CSPG members for the continued
support of UO.

SIFT
Co-Chairs: Noel Devere-Bennett & Carson Brown
Committee: Andrew Cook, Keith Yaxley, Geoffrey Speers, Heather Slavinski, Ian DeWolfe, Talyor
Olson, Jess Schoengut, Mary-Ellen Price, Vanessa Marcheggiani-Croden, Cynthia Sawatzky, Jon
Noad, Andrei Popescu, Jaime Lo, Megan Miller, Ryan Szol, Ruben Dominguez, Nicole Hunter,
Torrey Hallan, Lauren Ostridge, Adrienne McDougall, Eric Rops, Colin Etienne, Paul Durkin,
Jason Levesque, Lindsey Abbott and Zac Cobran
In 2015, the CSPG, with the support of
many industry sponsors and dedicated
volunteers, hosted the 38th year of the
Student Industry Field Trip (SIFT) from
May 3rd to the 16th. The ample support
from volunteers and sponsorship made
what could have been a trying year, into
a remarkably successful year.
The 2015 sponsors included: the CSPG
Foundation, Imperial Oil, Devon Energy,
CNRL, Nexen Energy, Husky Energy, Cenovus
energy, APEGA, Talisman Energy and
Suncor Energy. There were also many
in-kind donations including: RigSat, AGAT
Laboratories, Crescent Point Energy, University of Calgary, GeoLogic and Pengrowth
Energy Corp.
As many companies had reduced or cut
their sponsorship from previous years,
the SIFT Committee worked diligently
to reduce the costs without sacrificing
any of the benefits to the students.
The committee managed to reduce the

spending by an astonishing ~$8000 from
the previous year.
The SIFT program this year hosted 32
university students from undergraduate
geoscience programs across Canada. This
truly world class program puts students
through a spectrum of lectures, hands
on core sessions, day trip to Dinosaur
Provincial Park, a four day trip through
the Rocky Mountains and challenges them
in the notorious “Petroleum Exploration
Game”. By the end of the program these
exhausted students have formed lifelong
bonds with their peers and learned more
than they ever could have imagined in
just a two-week period.

The testimonials from several of the
veteran industry volunteers and leaders
demonstrated that this year we had an
exceptionally bright bunch. There were well
thought out questions in the field and a
fierce competition during the exploration
game, which demonstrated the remarkable
ability of the group this year.
At the end of the two week program the
students, in their designated Exploration
Game teams, present their geological
interpretations and business plan to a
panel of experienced industry judges. The
judges determine which teams had the
most robust geological interpretation and
which team had the best economic status.
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2015 SIFT Participants
Student Name

University

Student Name

University

Andres Cristancho

Vancouver Island

Philippe Trudel

Laurentian

Jenn Martin

Victoria

Stephanie Vaughn

Toronto

Launa Yeung

British Columbia

Katie Maloney

McMaster

Carly Smythe

Simon Fraser

Jessica Andrew

Queens

Nathaniel Holden

Alberta

Genevieve Huyer

Ottawa

Craig Heisler

Calgary

Stephen Mastromonaco

McGill

Derek Holman

Brandon

Krista Kaski

Western

Blake Mowbray

Carleton

Corwin Trottier

St. Mary’s

Megan Glenn

Dalhousie

Sienna Johnson

Regina

Tyler Ciufo

Waterloo

Alan Hannah

Mt. Royal

Dan MacLeod

St. Francis Xavier

Matthew Braun

Manitoba

Mark Vangel

New Brunswick

Alex Gallardo Valade

QUAM

Alexandra Kozlowski

Lakehead

Bob Janzen

Brock

Sophie Kurucz

Lakehead

Rikki Simpson

Acadia

Gabrielle Bouchard

Laval

Alex Brubacher

Memorial

Simon Nadeau

Chicoutimi

Jason Vanin

Saskatchewan

Every year the SIFT Committee works hard to find SIFT
students summer positions in the Petroleum Industry. Due
to the economic circumstances of the industry this year, only
one student was hired on for the summer. The Committee
is continuing to look for companies that are willing to put a
summer student position aside for a SIFT student in 2016.
Noel Devere-Bennett and Carson Brown will be leading the
SIFT program again next year and look forward to the opportunity.
A huge thanks to the SIFT Committee members and volunteers who always bring their enthusiasm and hard work to
make SIFT the success it is today.

This year the Bill Ayrton Technical Award went to:
Andres Cristancho | Vancouver Island
Megan Glenn | Dalhousie
Philippe Trudel | Laurentian
Sienna Johnson | Regina

The Larry Strong Financial Award went to:
Nathaniel Holden | Alberta
Alexandra Kozlowski | Lakehead
Genevieve Huyer | Ottawa
Bob Janzen | Brock
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K-12 Outreach
Chair: Andrew Fox
Committee: Leye Adeboye, Astrid Arts, Alicia Bjarnason, Karen Bradshaw, Harrison Brown,
Mona Enachescu, Curtis Evans, Melissa Kuechler, Mike LaBerge, Leena Markatchev, Ryan
McKay, Christopher Morgan, Mike Mueller, Jen Russel-Houston, Emily Schellenberg, Jared
Shivak, Tassia Stainton, Brodie Sutherland, Eric Thornhill, Courtney Whibbs, Tanya Yeomans,
Calista Yim
In late 2014 the CSPG Board of Directors
agreed to set up a committee tasked with
K-12 Outreach. The initial focus of this
committee is to engage with teachers
to bring petroleum geology into their
classrooms. Our goal is to have teachers
view the CSPG as a critical partner in
science education in Alberta and the rest
of Canada.
Initial steps have included:
1)Setting up the Committee and recruiting

volunteers. Twenty members have
joined and two meetings were held
to develop strategy.
2) Attended 2015 Palliser Teacher’s
Convention (SE Alberta and Calgary
private religious schools) to find out
what teachers want from the CSPG
(physical resources for classrooms,
volunteer presenters for classrooms,
volunteers and funding for field trips).
3) Met with CBE Career and Technology

Centre coordinating teachers to discuss
their needs for their Energy and Environmental Innovation program.
4) Provided volunteers for a CBE
Kananaskis Field Trip.
5) Purchase physical resources for
classrooms (fossil and mineral kits,
posters, books).
6) Initiate efforts to find resources on
the Web to populate the K-12 Outreach
link on CSPG website.

Distinguished Lecturer Tour
Chair: Andrew Fox
Dr. Shahin Dashtgard, professor at SFU
and CSPG’s 2013 Link Award recipient
visited the following universities on the
inaugural Distinguished Lecturer tour

(March 2015): Queens, McGill, University of Ottawa, Carleton and University
of Toronto. He was there to provide a
talk to students and promote the society

through student membership and what
the University Outreach program offers.
Positive feedback was received from many
of the students who attended the lectures.

Young Geoscientists Reception
Chair: Denise Yee
The 5th Annual Young Geoscientists
Networking Reception took place October
30th, 2014 at The Garage Sports Pub in
Eau Claire. With over 200 guests stopping
in to network and share a drink or two,
the event was a huge success!
The annual event is held in an effort to
increase networking opportunities and
provide an informal introduction between
experienced and new-to-the industry
geoscientists. The exposure to mentorship opportunities and CSPG involvement options are two major reasons for
attendance. CSPG has recently brought
on a new Director (Ryan Lemiski) who is
overseeing Young Professional activities.
Along with joint society events, we hope
to have more events for our younger

members. If you have any ideas for such
events or would like to volunteer for
a position on the newly formed Young
Professionals Committee, please contact
Ryan at youngprofessionals@cspg.org.
CSPG thanks the committee and our

generous sponsors for the event: Cenovus
Energy (Premier Event Sponsor), Chinook
Consulting (Booth Sponsor), Crescent
Point Energy Trust (Gold Sponsor), AGAT
Laboratories (Bronze Sponsor) and Roke
Technologies (Bronze Sponsor).
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Honorary Address
Chair: Keith Mills
The 2014 CSPG Honorary Address, held on Monday, November
17th, was a smashingly good time! CSPG has been holding the
Honorary Address annually since the 1960s as a way to share
earth science passions from the past, present and future, and
to honour those who have contributed to our knowledge base.
The Honorary Address not only reaches out to youth and postsecondary students, but also attempts to bridge the gap between
the geoscience community and the general public. By partnering
with engaging speakers and focusing on visually stimulating
presentations, this year’s event was inspiring, educational,
and fun. The Jack Singer Concert Hall in downtown Calgary
saw hundreds of attendees enjoy appetizers, a string quartet,
CBC’s Doug Dirks as emcee, and of course, the presentations of
both Dr. François Therrien from the Royal Tyrrell Museum and
Dr. Scott Tinker from the Bureau of Economic Geology at the
University of Texas.
If the title of François’ talk, “Alberta: Land of Dinosaurs and
Other Paleontological Wonders” had given goose bumps, his
talk gave even more! He highlighted the fortuitous combination of Alberta’s geological past and modern climate as a link to
the vast amount of dinosaur fossils recovered, and even cited
discoveries made through the endeavours of energy companies.
Scott provided refreshing and novel insight into the global mix of
energy sources, market functions, and production drivers such as
affordability, availability, reliability, environmental sustainability,
and energy security. The latter of these being a key focus for

the world’s governments. By communicating that “every energy
source has pros and cons, benefits and challenges,” he fairly
portrayed what roles the different resources play and how they
fit together in today’s economies. Current market conditions
notwithstanding, he also provided insightful glimpses into the
future. The question and answer period following the talk was
a clear indication of the importance of the issues he raised and

their relevance to the audience.
With the tremendously positive feedback we’ve received from
attendees, the committee is well underway in our planning
of the 2015 Honorary Address. With the tentative theme of
Planetary Geology, we are continuing our emphasis on the
event being engaging and an exciting opportunity to share our
geoscience passion with each other. We would like to thank our
2014 Honorary Address sponsors – whose contribution made
the event such a success – the CSPG Educational Trust Fund,
CSEG Foundation, APEGA, Crescent Point Energy, Suncor Energy,
ConocoPhillips Canada, Painted Pony Petroleum, Explor, DATA
Group, and the Calgary Marriott.
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Publications
2015 GeoCalendar
Chair: Markus Ebner
The 2015 collection of 12 amazing geological
images from around the globe have been
contributed by our society’s members. This
year we had a total of 91 (down from last
year) photographs submitted. The quality
of photographs year by year has definitely
been on the rise, so even though we had a
decrease in submission volume, voting
the 12 winners was no easy task.
Some highlights from next year’s calendar
include:
• to home, a new twist on the Badlands
that we have never really seen submitted
before, a long exposure shot over the
Hoodoos, submitted by John P. Andersen.
• Continuing on the ‘night train’ John was
voted into the calendar with a second
photo of the Big Rock Glacial erratic.
• Best Photo was taken by Paul G.
Nicholson’s shot of Tavurvur on New
Britain Island, Papau New Guinea.
• Wayne Laturnas submitted a spectacular
aerial shot above Doris Lake, within the
Carcajou Range, NWT.
The 2015 calendar really showcases some
amazing and varying global geology. I think
what makes the 2015 calendar extraordinary
this year is the large amount of Canadian
content (a total of 6) that has been voted in.
Increasingly in years past, Canadian content
has not made the cut, but with the new and
differing locations, as well as photographic
techniques, the Canadian photos really took
the forefront.

2015 Best Photograph Winner: Paul G. Nicholson – Tavurvur is a stratovolcano
within the Rabaul caldera, located at the eastern tip of New Britain Island,
Papua New Guinea. E xplosive eruptions have occurred persistently since
1994, repeatedly covering the town of Rabaul and surrounding area in fine,
powdery ash.
I would like to thank my partners in this
project, Emma MacPherson, our Publications
Coordinator and Donna Elkow-Nash, our
calendar graphic designer. Additionally, I
would like to thank the volunteer lunch time
judges that assembled and helped to rank
all of the submitted photographs, including:
Darin McBeath, Reid Kennedy, Erik Parker
and Emily Duncan (Token Geophysicist…).
We would like to thank the support of our

society’s members, continuously submitting
such great photos for the competition – even
if they did not make it into the calendar,
you will be seeing some of these photos
as “Photos of the Month” in upcoming
Reservoir issues. We could not assemble
such a great calendar and monthly publication without the support of our members.
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Sporting Events
2014 Road Race/Fun Run
Chair: Armin Schafer
This race was originally scheduled for Sept 10th, but a massive
dump of wet snow broke branches all over the pathway and
left the Calgary Curling Club without power. I had no choice
but to cancel and try again next week. The 26th annual CSPG/
CSEG/CAPL road race and fun run took place along the Bow
River Pathway one week later on Sept 17th with perfect sunny
20deg C weather. An enthusiastic group of 101 runners finished
the race. We lost a few runners due to the move back a week
(158 were actually registered to run). This year the 5K had 44
runners, while the 10K had 57 runners.
The route was the same as last year, where we had runners cross
over the river to the north pathway at the Crowchild Bridge
underpass and continue west on the North side of the river,
as clean up after the floods last year was still not completed.
Our race volunteers, decked out in bright orange safety vests,
aided the runners in negotiating the route. Once again distances
were marked uniquely in geologic time to assist, or perhaps
confuse, the participants. Like every year it’s great to see a mix
of competitive and first time runners. Start Line Timing once
again provided timing with the race chip mounted conveniently
on the runners’ race bib.
We returned to The Calgary Curling Club for the post-race awards
party, where the mix of racers and volunteers enjoyed plenty
of cold beverages and a pasta dinner. The evening was topped
off with door prizes, awards and of course our now infamous
sock- toss. Through great sponsorship and strong participation,

we are once again able to contribute to our designated charity
the YMCA strong kids foundation!
I would like to thank all the volunteers and sponsors who helped
make this event a success! We have acknowledged our sponsors
on a separate page. Thank you also to all the runners. It was a
pleasure cheering you in at the finish line.
Finally a huge thank-you to our group on the committee that
made this all work: Jocelyn Frankow, Tina Donkers, Shirley
Fleming, Dan Cicero, Chris Savels, Tim Burk, Baltej Sidhu, Tammy
Willmer, Shawna Christensen and Kelsey Thompson at the CSPG
office. As well, thanks to Nick Wiggins and the staff at the Eau
Claire YMCA for their continued hospitality.

2015 CSPG Mixed Golf Tournament
Chair: David Middleton
The 26th Annual CSPG Mixed Golf tournament was to be held at
Lynx Ridge Golf course on 21 August, but torrential rain, lightning, strong winds and temperatures around 6 C caused the
first ever cancellation of the tournament. I was most pleased
that virtually every golfer showed up at the course, ready to
tough out the day in the rain and cold. While we discussed
alternatives with the course management, including delaying,
rescheduling, or outright cancellation, the tough decision to
scratch the event was made.
Looking over the golf course, with standing water on the
fairways, water on the greens, and the occasional whitecap on
the ponds, the golf course did the sensible thing and officially

cancelled the tournament. Golfers stayed warm and dry in the
clubhouse enjoying coffee and breakfast sandwiches sponsored
by MJ Systems. As a result, rain-check’s for the golf portion of
the event were issued to all players at the course for 18 holes
of golf and are good until end of 2016.
We would like to thank geoLOGIC systems, who kindly sponsored
drinks at the bar to keep the golfers entertained. We would also
like to thank the hardy souls from I.H.S, BrokerLink, and AGAT
that were prepared to provide hospitality at the tent holes on
the course, but who ended up back in the clubhouse. While the
tournament was cancelled, we did manage to hand out prizes
for the mulligan draw (Visa gift card) and the course-issued gift
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certificates were drawn for. Other donated
draw prizes were Belloy Petroleum’s
weekend survival kit of a cooler filled
with beer, and Cabra’s wine gift basket.
We would like to gratefully acknowledge
and thank our sponsors of the event for
their great support to the CSPG Mixed Golf
Tournament this year, especially during
such tough times for our industry. Our
gold level sponsors were geoLOGIC Systems
and GLJ Petroleum Consultants, our silver
sponsors were AGAT Laboratories, Canada
BrokerLink, Chinook Consulting, I.H.S, and
MJ Systems. Hole sponsors for the day were
Belloy Petroleum Consulting Ltd, Birchcliff
Energy, ProGeo Consultants, and Sproule
Associates. Little Rock Printing donated
all our printing for the tournament, and
their support is gratefully acknowledged.
While we did not get to enjoy the day
freezing, drenched and hypothermic,
every golfer was grateful to meet their

colleagues, mix with the sponsors, and
meet new people while staying warm
and dry, until it was time to wrap up and
head back to work. We did manage to
raise over $1300 from the sale of mulligans that are used to support the CSPG
Foundation; to support the educational
and outreach activities of the CSPG.
I would like to thank the many sponsors,
golfers, and the greens-keeping, pro shop
and catering team at Lynx Ridge Golf course
and especially the fine organizing committee
of co-chair Brenda Pearson (registration),
Darin Brazel (sponsorship), Norm Hopkins
(trophies), Jeff Boissonneault (signage),
Penny Christensen (Prizes) and our CSPG
office support from Kristy Casebeer.

tunately, weather will always be the tricky
element in every event, but hopefully
we will not see snow on the day of the
tournament, as we did this year!
We look forward to your attendance at
next year’s tournament tentatively planned
for on Friday, 19th August 2016 as we
celebrate the 27h Annual Tournament.
David Middleton & Brenda Pearson 2015
co-chairs, CSPG Mixed Golf Committee

We will be sending out a short survey to
all participants, looking for your feedback
and ideas on the tournament date, timing
and location, with an open mind on how
to improve the event for next year. Unfor-

Membership
At the end of fiscal year 2014-2015, CSPG had the following number of members in five different categories:

Membership Type
Full
Associate
Emeritus
Honorary
Student

Number of Memberships
2056
296
90
52
655
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Awards
The 2015 CSPG Awards Ceremony took place Monday, May 4th,
2015 at the Hyatt during geoConvention: 2015. The event was
hosted by President Paul Mackay and presentations of all the
2014 awards (including Service and Volunteer awards) were

made. Following tradition, the Honorary Membership Awards
were presented at the Annual Long Time Members Reception the
following evening

Technical Awards
Award

Award Recipient

Stanley Slipper Gold Medal
for Outstanding Career Contributions to Oil and Gas Exploration in

Richard Walls

Canada

R.J.W. Douglas Medal

for Outstanding Contributions to the Understanding of Sedimentary
Geology in Canada

Don Kent

Honourary Membership

Dale Leckie

Link Award

Lindsay Dunn

Medal of Merit

Ken Gray
Jen Russel-Houston

for Distinguished Service to the Society
for Best Presentation – Technical Luncheon Series

for Best Paper Related to Canadian Petroleum Geology

Volunteer Awards
Award

Award Recipient

President’s Award
for Outstanding Service by a CSPG Member

Paul MacKay

H.M. Hunter Award

Astrid Arts
Kevin Root

for Distinguished Service to the Society

Tracks Award

for Members who have set New Standards of Excellence

Partner Tracks Award

for Associations, Companies or Institutes that have Contributed to
the Society’s Pre-eminence, Welfare and Reputation

Samantha Etherington
Andrew Fox
Raymond Geuder
Ian Kirkland
Alberta Core Research Centre
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Service Awards
For Members who have served the Society for over 5 years
James Ablett
Linden Achen
Norbert Alwast
Alexis Anastas
George Ardies
Peter Aukes
Bill Ayrton
Olena Babak
Jim Barclay
Ali Beken
Philip Benham
Barry Bennett
Khaled Benzaoui
Tim Bird
Graeme Bloy
Darin Brazel
Carson Brown
Chuck Buckley
Jean-Yves Chatellier
Burns Cheadle
Guoxiang Chi
Richard Chisholm
Nancy Chow
Andre Chow
Penny Christensen
Shawna Christensen
David Clyde
John Cody
Doug Colvin
Andrew Cook

Thomas Cox
Barrie Dargie
Tim De Freitas
Foon Der
Ian DeWolfe
Steve Donaldson
Tina Donkers
Eva Drivet
Dave Drover
Kyle Durocher
Markus Ebner
Richard Evoy
Peter Fermor
2015 CSPG Awards
Patrick Fothergill
Jocelyn Frankow
Lloyd Freeman
Riona Freeman
David Garner
Sasan Ghanbari
Chad Glemser
Darcie Greggs
Tony Hamblin
Tim Hartel
Peter Hay
Brad Hayes
Simon Haynes
John Hogg
Norman Hopkins
Kristy Howe

Stephen Hubbard
Ian Hutcheon
Dale Issler
Wim Jalink
Samantha Jones
Peter Kouremenos
Shawn Lafleur
Craig Lamb
Larry Lane
Sid Leggett
Alex MacNeil
Leena Markatchev
Darin McCollum
Heidi McDonald
Ian McIlreath
Ben McKenzie
Margot McMechan
David Middleton
Stephen Minions
Ryan Mohr
David Morrow
Jon Noad
Brett Norris
Rob North
Kirk Osadetz
Brenda Pearson
John Peirce
Guy Plint
Kyla Poelzer
Frank Pogubila

Brian Pratt
Weishan Ren
Claude Ribordy
Cindy Robinson
Terry Sami
Chris Seibel
Megan Simons
Heather Slavinski
Randy Smith
Tom Sneddon
Vern Stasiuk
Glen Stockmal
Naomi Storey
Martin Teitz
Scott Thain
Damien Thenin
Richard Thom
Clint Tippett
Elizabeth Turner
Christian Viau
John Waldron
Michael Webb
Gerald Wendland
Marissa Whittaker
Gordon Williams
Jay Williams
Andrew Willis
Dan Wright
Keith Yaxley
Colin Yeo

Jean-Francois Gagnon
Robert Gardner
David Gardner
Dan Gee
Meriem Grifi Dennis
Torrey Hallan
Dale Hardcastle
Caterina Heikkinen
Brian Hester
Gemma Hildred
Travis Hobbs
Amir Hosseini
Nicole Hunter
Natalya Ionkina
Art Irwin
Biyi Ishola
Bryce Jablonski
Erin James

Adriana Jerez
Jassie Kang
David Keighley
Melanie Klucker
Jürgen Kraus
Melissa Kuechler
Ross Kukulski
Brent Kuntz
Cheryl Kuyten
Stan Lavender
Jason Lavigne
Michael Le
Janice LeDrew
Carmen Lee
Paul Levesque
Jaime Lo
Adam MacDonald
Sabita Makoon-Singh

Volunteer Awards
For Members who have served the Society for up to 5 years
Lindsey Abbott
Rachael Acker
Leye Adeboye
Andres Altosaar
Paul Anderson
Kyle Anderson
Ryan Axani
Kelly Batten Hender
Jessica Beal
Nadine Beaudoin
Alicia Bjarnason
Jeff Boissonneault
Mary Luz Borrero
Karen Bradshaw
Sonia Brar
Ryan Brenner
Harrison Brown
Gary Bugden

David Chunn
Michelle Clements
John Cockbill
Craig Coulombe
Noel Devere-Bennett
David Dolph
Ruben Dominguez
James Duggan
Paul Durkin
Hayley Edwards
Nanna Eliuk
Mona Enachescu
Marc Enter
Colin Etienne
Curtis Evans
Duncan Findlay
Amy Fox
Jason Frank
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Heather Makowecki
Vanessa MarcheggianiCroden
Ryan Martin
Jane Marzetti
Adrienne McDougall
Jayd McGrath
Rob McGrory
Ryan McKay
Les McMillan
Megan Miller
Keith Millis
Christopher Morgan
Kevin Morrison
Mike Mueller
Jacey Neumann
Rachel Newrick
Melissa Newton
Eric Niven
Jennifer Noade
Darcy Novak
Taylor Olson

Gerald Osborn
Lauren Ostridge
Robert Panek
Rob Paul
Laura Pecharsky
Kelsea Pedersen
John Perrin
Russ Phillips
George Pinckney
Sharlene Pollock
Andrei Popescu
Mary-Ellen Price
Adam Pugh
Mark Radomski
Elwin Reichert
Kristin Rohr
Alex Romanov
Katie Romansky
Renu Sahota
Cynthia Sawatzky
Armin Schafer
Emily Schellenberg

Tyler Schmidt
Jesse Schoengut
Nicole Sendziak
Colleen Sherry
Jared Shivak
Jason Shtand
Angie Simpson
Darren Singleton
Chad Sisulak
Brant Skibsted
Catherine Skilliter
Kelly Skuce
Warren Smart
Geoffrey Speers
Janelle Springer
Tony Stadnyk
Tassia Stainton
Chris Steinhoff
Rudy Strobl
Brodie Sutherland
Amy Switzer
Ryan Szol

Mark Thomas
Eric Thornhill
Brian Tuffs
Allan Turner
Vic Urban
Pei-Ling Wang
Neil Watson
Paul Webster
Courtney Whibbs
Samuel Williams
Melissa Williams
Jamie Wills
Andrew Wiseman
Heather Wright
Hong Yang
Denise Yee
Tanya Yeomans
Calista Yim
Yi Zhao

Educational Trust Fund
Chair | Brett Norris

CSPG Educational Trust Fund (CSPG ETF)
The Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists (CSPG) is an active
geological society with more than 3000 members. Many of you,
as members, have benefited from the CSPG in the past, whether
it was attending technical luncheons, presenting a paper at
the annual convention, reading or contributing to the Bulletin
of Canadian Petroleum Geology, attending one of the many
divisional talks, volunteering with the CSPG, or simply staying in
touch with friends and colleagues. The CSPG is 87 years old and
many of the privileges and benefits we enjoy today came about
as the result of deliberate initiatives from previous generations
who understood the importance of supporting their geological
society and thereby fostering future generations of geologists.
The CSPG is without doubt a great and enduring organization
that is defined by its particular membership and volunteer base.
The CSPG, in addition to providing valuable and relevant services
to its members, also has a mandate for outreach and education.
These outreach activities cover a broad scope, from grade school
student and teacher awareness and education right through to
university undergraduate and graduate student and thesis awards.
The CSPG ETF is charged with developing and stewarding donations
to “fund programs that inspire and advance education, foster
technical excellence, and encourage awareness of petroleum

geoscience” (CSPG ETF Mission Statement). Despite the CSPG
appointing Trustees, the CSPG ETF is a separate entity , complete
with its own Board of Trustees and Trust Deed, and operates
independently of the CSPG. This arrangement is necessary to
maintain the charitable designation of the CSPG ETF as a trust.
During the previous fiscal year (ending August 31), the CSPG
ETF awarded roughly $64,000 to various educational requests.
University-affiliated recipients received 73% of the total, with
grade school and high school audiences accounting for the next
most significant sector at 19%. The programs that receive funding
include bursaries, scholarships, field study grants, donations
to Canadian universities, and grants to outside organizations.
Not all requests are funded. The criteria for funding requests
have changed through time. If the requests do not meet our
mandate, or if available funding is limited for the fiscal year,
some requests may not be granted.
There continues to be great demand for additional funding.
The CSPG and CSPG ETF invest roughly $175,000 annually in
outreach activities. To fund these programs completely would
require roughly three times the capital than what is currently
invested. It is the intent of the current CSPG ETF Trustees to
accomplish the following:
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1)
Increase the proportion of the
CSPG outreach activities funded by the
CSPG ETF
2)
Increase donor participation and
contribution to the CSPG ETF
To achieve these goals, the CSPG ETF has
embarked on a strategic review. The most
immediate issue for us to address is raising
donor participation. Clearly, the CSPG
ETF provides valuable funding to raise
awareness of and education in petroleum
geoscience in Canada. However, it cannot
continue to do so without ongoing support
through donations from its members and
outside parties. In a city renowned for
donating significantly to many great causes,
we recognize that this is a competitive
environment. With over 3000 members,
we would be able to maintain the current
award levels and grow the fund capital
modestly if each CSPG member considered
donating $30 per year. The CSPG and the
CSPG ETF have some excellent ideas for
growth of the outreach activities, but
this requires more donor participation.
A great step forward would be to have a
majority of CSPG members donate this
modest annual sum.
We heard that many CSPG members wished
to donate to the CSPG, but were unclear
how to do this. There was a consistent
misunderstanding that the ETF was somehow
not really part of the CSPG. To be clear,
the CSPG ETF is the charitable trust arm
of the CSPG. As a member of the CSPG,
this is your Trust, and it exists to ensure
that your donated funds are managed

effectively and distributed according to
the needs and wishes of you, the donors
and CSPG members.
Our board currently consists of eight
trustees. Typically, many of the trustees
are former Directors or Executive of the
CSPG. The current board includes Stan
Lavender, Kirk Osadetz, Simon Haynes,
Dawn Hodgins, Andrew Fox, Paul MacKay,
Kyla Poelzer (Vice Chair), and myself, Brett
Norris (Chairman). The heavy presence of
ex-CSPG Directors and Executive provides
a coherency that best serves the CSPG
members. More information about the
CSPG ETF, the Trustees, the programs that
are funded, and information of how to apply
for grants, or how to make donations, can
be found on the CSPG website.
Thanks to the CSPG members for their

past donations. We, the Trustees of the
CSPG ETF, look forward to continuing to
build our ability to achieve our goals,
and by extension, the goals of the CSPG
organization and its members. I would
also like to take opportunity to thank the
current and recently retired Trustees for
their dedication and energy. It is a privilege to serve as the Chairman of such a
great group. Lastly, should any member
wish to become more involved with the
CSPG ETF your volunteer effort would be
greatly appreciated and the trustees are
convinced that you would find this to be
both engaging and personally rewarding.
Please contact the CSPG office should this
be of interest to you.

Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists
Audited Financial Statements
August 31, 2015

Independent Auditors’ Report
To: The Members of Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists, which
comprise the statement of financial position as at August 31, 2015, and the statements of operations, changes in net
assets and cash flows for the year then ended, and a summary of significant accounting policies and other
explanatory information.
Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in accordance with
Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations, and for such internal control as management
determines is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement,
whether due to fraud or error.
Auditors’ Responsibility
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit
in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards require that we comply with
ethical requirements and plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial
statements are free from material misstatement.
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the financial
statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditors’ judgment, including the assessment of the risks of
material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error. In making those risk assessments,
the auditors consider internal control relevant to the entity’s preparation and fair presentation of the financial
statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of
expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal controls. An audit also includes evaluating the
appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates made by management,
as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements.
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit
opinion.
Opinion
In our opinion, the financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of Canadian
Society of Petroleum Geologists as at August 31, 2015, and the results of its operations and its cash flows for the
year then ended in accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations.
November 19, 2015
Calgary, Alberta

Chartered Accountants

1500, 333 - 11 Avenue SW, Calgary, AB T2R 1L9 Tel: 403.233.7750 Fax: 403.266.5267

www.kmss.ca

Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists
Statements of Financial Position

As at August 31,

2015

2014

Assets
Current Assets
Cash and cash equivalents
Unrestricted marketable investments (note 4)
Accounts receivable
Prepaid expenses
Inventory
Due from related parties (note 5)

$

Investment in partnership (note 6)
Restricted assets for internally restricted net assets (note 7)
Restricted assets for deferred contributions (note 7)
Capital assets (note 8)
Cash held in trust (note 9)

563,507
698,042
43,566
59,263
24,591
14,438

$

1,451,825
43,511
147,060
29,206
80,260

1,403,407

1,751,862

75,497
1,120,886
157,584
81,084
299,525

43,810
1,085,013
141,500
90,507
299,525

$

3,137,983

$

3,412,217

$

186,869
29,839
221,359

$

42,819
48,212
408,228

Liabilities and Net Assets
Current liabilities
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities
Due to related parties (note 5)
Deferred revenue

Deferred restricted contributions (note 10)
Trust payable (note 9)

438,067

499,259

157,584
299,525

141,500
299,525

895,176

940,284

81,084
1,120,886
1,040,837

90,507
1,085,013
1,296,413

2,242,807

2,471,933

Net Assets
Invested in capital assets
Internally restricted (note 11)
Unrestricted

$

3,137,983

$

3,412,217

Commitments (note 12)
Approved on behalf of the board
Director

See accompanying notes to the financial statements

Director

Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists
Statements of Operations
Years ended August 31,

Revenue
Technical programs (schedule 1)
Communications (schedule 2)
Operations (schedule 3)
Outreach programs
Networking events

2015

$

Expenses
Technical programs (schedule 1)
Communications (schedule 2)
Operations (schedule 3)
Outreach programs
Networking events

Other income (loss/expense)
Interest, dividends and other income
Realized gain on investments
Unrealized gain (loss) on investments
Donation to CSPG Foundation (note 5)
Income from GeoConvention Joint Venture (note 6)
Income (loss) on investment in GeoConvention Partnership (note 6)

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenses

See accompanying notes to the financial statements

$

1,029,641
234,856
332,215
184,208
118,581

2014

$

737,249
261,935
343,031
113,115
167,422

1,899,501

1,622,752

817,656
176,558
918,752
168,895
139,184

564,011
166,549
894,809
126,405
184,988

2,221,045

1,936,762

65,610
24,312
(22,870)
(75,000)
2,707
97,659

50,218
1,362
50,926
(4,230)
433,417
(46,190)

92,418

485,503

(229,126)

$

171,492

Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists
Statements of Changes in Net Assets
Years ended August 31,

2015

Invested in
Capital
Assets

Internally
Restricted

-

-

(229,126)

Net capital additions

10,441

-

(10,441)

-

-

-

35,873

(35,873)

-

-

(19,864)

-

19,864

-

-

Balance, end of year

$

81,084

See accompanying notes to the financial statements

$ 1,120,886

$ 1,040,837

$ 2,471,933

Total

90,507

Amortization

$ 1,296,413

Total

Balance, beginning of year
$
Excess (deficiency) of revenues over
expenses

Net investment activity

$ 1,085,013

Unrestricted

2014

(229,126)

$ 2,242,807

$ 2,300,441
171,492

$ 2,471,933

Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists
Statements of Cash Flow
Years ended August 31,
Operating activities
Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenses

2015

$

Items not affecting cash
Amortization and loss on disposition of capital assets
(Gain) loss on investment in GeoConvention Partnership
Realized gain on investments
Unrealized (gain) loss on investments
Changes in non-cash working capital
Accounts receivable
Prepaid expenses
Inventory
Due from related parties
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities
Due to related parties
Deferred revenue
Deferred restricted contributions
Investing activities
Distribution from GeoConvention partnership
Contribution to GeoConvention Partnership
Purchase of capital assets
Purchase of unrestricted marketable investments
Purchase of restricted investments
Proceeds on disposition of restricted investments

Increase (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents
Cash and cash equivalents, beginning of year
Cash and cash equivalents, end of year
Cash consists of:
Cash and cash equivalents
Restricted cash (note 7)
Restricted cash equivalents (note 7)

See accompanying notes to the financial statements

(229,126)

2014

$

171,492

19,864
(97,659)
(24,312)
22,870

21,140
46,190
(1,362)
(50,926)

(308,363)

186,535

(55)
87,797
4,615
65,822
144,049
(18,373)
(186,869)
16,084

73,803
(65,827)
2,699
252,812
(27,532)
48,212
129,374
(5,000)

(195,293)

595,076

65,972
(10,441)
(690,699)
(57,761)
180,445

(90,000)
(27,893)
(352,292)
73,397

(512,484)

(396,788)

(707,777)

198,288

1,598,691

1,400,403

$

890,914

$ 1,598,691

$

563,507
158,548
168,859

$ 1,451,825
142,577
4,289

$

890,914

$ 1,598,691

Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists
Notes to Financial Statements
August 31, 2015
1.

Nature of operations
The mission of the Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists (the “Society” or “CSPG”) is to
advance the professions of the energy geosciences - as it applies to geology; foster the scientific,
technical learning and professional development of its members; and promote the awareness of the
profession to industry and the public.
The Society was chartered under the Canada Business Corporations Act in 1973 as a not-for-profit
organization and continued under the Canada Not-for-Profit Corporations Act during 2013.
Accordingly, the Society is not subject to corporate income taxes. The Society is dependent on the
future support of its members, sponsors and contributors.

2.

Basis of presentation
These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Canadian generally accepted
accounting principles, specifically Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations
(“ASNFPO”).

3.

Significant accounting policies
(a)

Measurement of financial instruments
The Society initially measures its financial assets and liabilities at fair value, except for
certain non-arm’s length transactions.
The Society subsequently measures all its financial assets and financial liabilities at
amortized cost, except for marketable investments included in restricted assets, which are
measured at fair value.
Marketable investments are recorded at fair market value. Unrealized gains or losses on
changes in the fair market value of marketable investments are included in the statement of
operations.
Financial assets measured at amortized cost include cash and cash equivalents, unrestricted
marketable investments, accounts receivable, due from related parties, and restricted assets.
Financial liabilities measured at amortized cost include accounts payable and accrued
liabilities and due to related parties.
Impairment
Financial assets measured at amortized cost are tested for impairment when there are
indicators of impairment. The amount of the write-down is recognized in the statement of
operations. The previously recognized impairment loss may be reversed to the extent of the
improvement, directly or by adjusting the allowance account, provided it is no greater than
the amount that would have been reported at the date of the reversal had the impairment not
been recognized previously. The amount of the reversal is recognized in the statement of
operations.

Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists
Notes to Financial Statements
August 31, 2015
3.

Significant accounting policies, continued
(b)

Cash and cash equivalents
The Society considers all investments with maturities of three months or less to be cash and
cash equivalents.

(c)

Inventory
Inventory is recorded at the lower of cost and net realizable value. Cost is determined on a
specific item basis. Previous write-downs to net realizable value are reversed to the extent
there is a subsequent increase in the net realizable value of the inventories.

(d)

Related parties
CSPG Foundation (the “Foundation”), formerly The CSPG Educational Trust Fund, is an
entity controlled by CSPG by virtue of its ability to appoint the trustees of the CSPG Trust.
The Society has elected not to consolidate the financial statements of the Foundation.
The Joint Annual Conventions Committee (“JACC”) joint venture was established for the
purpose of holding annual conventions on behalf of the Society, the Canadian Society of
Exploration Geophysicists (“CSEG”) and the Canadian Well Logging Society (“CWLS”).
The joint venture partners alternate responsibility for operating the convention from year to
year. CSPG was the operator in 2014. The JACC operations were discontinued when the
final distributions for the 2014 convention were completed. The JACC agreement
terminated on May 1, 2015. The Society has elected to account for its net 45% profit
sharing interest in JACC using the equity method and refers to the transactions with JACC
in the financial statements as “JACC or GeoConvention Joint Venture”.
CSPG is a partner in the GeoConvention Partnership (“Partnership”). The Partnership was
created to operate an annual GeoConvention commencing in 2015. The Society has elected
to account for its net 45% profit sharing interest in the Partnership using the equity method
whereby the investment is initially recorded at cost and income from the partnership is
recorded when it has been allocated according to the partnership agreement. Under the
terms of the partnership agreement income is allocated to the partners at August 31 of each
year. CSPG’s share of losses in excess of the carrying amount of the investment are
recorded when it has guaranteed the obligations of the partnership, or is otherwise
committed to provide further financial support or the partnership seems assured of
imminently returning to profitability. The investment account is increased or decreased to
reflect the CSPG’s share of capital transactions. Profit distributions received or receivable
from the partnership reduce the carrying amount of the investment.
The Society entered into several joint arrangements as described below. The Society has
elected to follow the proportionate consolidation method of accounting for its net profit
sharing interest, whereby the Society recognizes its proportionate share of revenues,
expenses, assets and liabilities in these joint arrangements.

Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists
Notes to Financial Statements
August 31, 2015
3.

Significant accounting policies, continued
(d)

Related parties, continued
The AAPG-CSPG Playmakers Forum was established for the dissemination of technology
and information relating to petroleum exploration frontier to stakeholders of the Society and
The American Association of Petroleum Geologists (AAPG). The Society acted as operator
for the event and received a pre-set fee to cover internal costs.
The Oil Sands & Heavy Oil Symposium was established to collaborate on a conference
with the theme of Oil Sands between AAPG and CSPG.
The Mountjoy Carbonates Conference was held in the 2015 fiscal year. It was established
between the Society for Sedimentary Geology (“SEPM”) and CSPG.
Impairments are recognized when a significant change in the expected timing or amount of
future cash flows is identified. The carrying amount of the investment in partnership is
written down to the highest of the present value of expected cash flows discounted at a
current market interest rate appropriate to the investment, and the amount that could be
realized from selling the investment as of the balance sheet date. When conditions improve,
previous write-downs for impairment are reversed to the lesser of the extent of the
improvement and the amount that would have been reported at the date of the reversal had
the impairment not been recognized previously.

(e)

Capital assets
Capital assets are recorded at cost. Amortization of capital assets is provided for using the
straight line method at the following annual rates:
Computer hardware
Computer software
Equipment and signage
Furniture and fixtures
Leasehold improvements

3 years
5 years
5 years
10 years
remaining lease term

The Society records a write-down when the capital assets no longer have any long-term
service potential to the Society and its net carrying amount exceeds the residual value. The
excess net carrying amount over residual value is recognized as an expense in the statement
of operations. Previous write-downs are not reversed.
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3.

Significant accounting policies, continued
(f)

Revenue recognition
Technical programs, communications, operations, networking events, and outreach
programs revenue is recognized when the services are provided and collection is reasonably
assured.
The Society follows the deferral method of accounting for contributions.
Restricted contributions are recognized as revenue in the period in which the related
expenses are incurred.
Unrestricted contributions are recognized as revenue when received or receivable if the
amount to be received can be reasonably estimated and collection is reasonably assured.
Investment income is recognized as revenue when earned.

(g)

Donated goods and services
Due to the difficulty of determining the fair value of any donated goods and services, these
financial statements do not account for the value of goods and donated services.

4.

Unrestricted marketable investments
At year end, the Society held unrestricted fixed income investments and has an accumulated
unrealized gain since its inception of $7,343 (2014 - $nil).

5.

Due from related parties
2015
Due from related parties includes the following:
JACC
Foundation
CWLS
Due to related parties includes the following:
SEPM
AAPG

2014

$

- $
8,925
5,513

33,671
46,589
-

$

14,438 $

80,260

$

29,839 $
-

48,212

$

29,839 $

48,212

During the year the Society provided webcasting services to CWLS in the amount of $5,513.
The Society received a fee of $7,000 or $35 per person to cover internal costs related to operating
the AAPG-CSPG Playmakers Forum and received a management fee of $35,000 for operating the
Oil Sands & Heavy Oil Symposium.
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5.

Due from related parties, continued
Included in cash is $96,061 held on behalf of the joint venture partner SEPM for the Mountjoy
Carbonates Conference. Included in accounts payable is $66,222 for expenses incurred on behalf of
the joint venture partner SEPM for the Mountjoy Carbonates conference.
CSPG Foundation
The Foundation was established to support and fund petroleum geoscientific education in Alberta.
The Foundation is a registered charity under the Income Tax Act (Canada) and is not subject to
corporate income taxes.
The Foundation has not been consolidated in the Society’s financial statements. A financial
summary of the entity as at August 31, 2015 and for the year ended August 31, 2014 is as follows:
2015

2014

Total assets
Total liabilities
Total net assets

$
$
$

1,751,836 $
11,925 $
1,739,911 $

1,788,947
65,090
1,723,857

Total donations
Total expenses
Investment income

$
$
$

119,027 $
184,332 $
81,359 $

31,839
96,553
278,737

Cash flow from operations
Cash flow from investing
Cash flow from financing

$
$
$

(17,680) $
12,726 $
(37,663) $

32,992
(84,236)
29,766

During the year, the Foundation transferred $117,757 (2014 - $39,500) in grants to the Society.
The Society collected $20,304 (2014 - $18,395) in donations on behalf of the Foundation.
The Foundation reimbursed the Society for administrative services provided in the amount of
$8,945 (2014 - $7,350).
The Society contributed $75,000 (2014 - $4,230) to the Foundation with no restrictions.
GeoConvention: FOCUS 2014
In 2014, CSPG rented out office space to JACC for $30,745. CSPG was reimbursed by JACC for
employee salaries and benefits for $63,654 for services provided to JACC during the year.
These transactions are in the normal course of operations and are measured at the exchange amount
which is the amount of consideration established and agreed to by the related parties.
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6.

Investment in partnership
The Partnership commenced operations in 2014 and commenced operating the GeoConvention in
2015. During the year ended August 31, 2014 the Society contributed $90,000 to the Partnership.
The operation of the GeoConvention transferred from JACC in 2014 to the Partnership in 2015. For
comparison purposes we have provided the comparative figures which contain both the JACC and
the Partnership activity below:
2015
2014
2014
JACC
Partnership
Partnership
Total assets
Total liabilities
Total net assets
Revenue
Registration
Luncheons and exhibits
Sponsorships and advertising
Other
Total revenue
Expenses
GeoConvention expenses
Salary expenses
Office rent
Other expenses
Total expenses
Excess (deficiency) of revenues over
expenses
Cash flow from operations
Cash flow from investing
Cash flow from financing

$
$
$

254,579 $
86,808 $
167,771 $

142,766 $
49,191 $
93,575 $

142,079
142,079
-

$

773,543 $
405,838
184,896
1,364,277

450 $
450

1,156,332
543,500
420,375
5,159
2,125,366

876,259
158,921
27,600
80,698
1,143,478
$

220,799 $

$
$
$

273,471 $
(50,000) $
(101,603) $

88,351
9,200
9,324
106,875
(106,425) $

843,154
166,503
45,535
107,027
1,162,219
963,147

(105,076) $
894,748
(1,855) $
155,000 $ (1,235,346)

The Society has recorded their 45% share of the partnership’s and JACC activity in each year as
follows:
45% excess (deficiency) of revenue
over expenses
$
99,360 $
(47,891) $
433,417
Adjustment to final 2014 deficiency
of revenue over expenses
(1,701)
1,701
$
97,659 $
(46,190) $
433,417
The Partnership paid the Society an agreed payment for assistance with the Core Conference of
$40,000 and reimbursement of related expenses of $32,000 (2014 - $nil).
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7.

Restricted assets
The restricted assets were comprised of the following cash and cash equivalents and marketable
investments:
2015
2014
Cash
Cash equivalents
Marketable investments
Equity investments
Fixed income investments

$

$

158,548 $
168,859

142,577
4,289

113,201
837,862

235,567
844,080

1,278,470 $

1,226,513

The restricted assets are to be utilized for a contingency fund internally restricted by the board of
$1,120,886 (2014 - $1,085,013) and the deferred restricted contributions of $147,584 (2014 $131,500) for graduate student activities and $10,000 for scholarships (2014 - $10,000).
At year end, the Society has an accumulated unrealized gain since its inception of $43,806 (2014 $66,676) on the restricted marketable investments.
8.

Capital assets

Furniture and fixtures
Leasehold improvements
Equipment and signage
Computer hardware
Computer software

$

$

Furniture and fixtures
Leasehold improvements
Equipment and signage
Computer hardware
Computer software

$

$

Cost
54,202 $
40,329
19,380
33,394
15,488

Accumulated
Amortization
20,569 $
16,132
7,908
28,509
8,591

2015
Net Book
Value
33,633
24,197
11,472
4,885
6,897

162,793 $

81,709 $

81,084

Cost
54,202 $
40,329
13,281
29,052
15,489

Accumulated
Amortization
15,149 $
12,099
4,032
25,072
5,494

2014
Net Book
Value
39,053
28,230
9,249
3,980
9,995

152,353 $

61,846 $

90,507
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9.

Cash held in trust
During 2010, the Society entered into an agreement with the dissolved Canadian Gas Potential
Committee (“CGPC”) to hold $299,525 of cash in trust until another similar Committee is
established. If another Committee is not established prior to December 31, 2016, the cash becomes
the property of the Society to be spent on scholarships, research or outreach programs. There are no
restrictions on the investment income earned on the cash held in trust which may be utilized at the
Society’s discretion. The income earned on the cash held in trust is included in net investment
income in the statement of operations.

10.

Deferred restricted contributions
During the year, the Society received contributions of $22,215 (2014 - $nil) restricted for graduate
student courses and field trips. At year end, graduate student events of $6,131 have been awarded.
During the year, $nil (2014- $5,000) scholarships were awarded. Cash received is held in the
general bank account and has been included in restricted assets (note 7).
2015

11.

2014

Deferred restricted contributions, beginning of year
Deferred restricted funds received
Deferred restricted funds recognized

$

141,500 $
22,215
(6,131)

146,500
(5,000)

Deferred restricted contributions, end of year

$

157,584 $

141,500

Internally restricted net assets
The Board of Directors (“Board”) has set aside a contingency fund which is reflected as internally
restricted net assets. Management must seek Board approval to utilize the funds.

12.

Commitments
The Society is obligated to make the following rental payments, excluding operating costs, for their
office premises, as follows:
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
Remaining years

$

49,497
58,920
58,920
58,920
58,920
58,920

$

344,097
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13.

Financial instruments
The Society’s use of financial instruments and its exposure to risks associated with such instruments
arises out of its normal course of operations and investing activities. Operations are located in
Canada.
Credit Risk
Credit risk is the risk that one party to a financial instrument will cause a financial loss for the other
party by failing to discharge an obligation. The Society is exposed to credit risk from advertisers and
sponsors primarily in the petroleum and natural gas industry. However, the Society has a significant
number of advertisers and sponsors which minimizes concentration of credit risk.
Market Risk
The Society is exposed to the risk that the fair value of investments in equities will fluctuate because
of price changes on public markets and the fair value of fixed rate interest bearing investments will
fluctuate with changes in market interest rates.
Financial assets
The carrying amounts of financial assets recognized in the financial statements consist of those:
2015
Measured at amortized cost
Measured at fair value

14.

2014

$

1,248,443 $
1,649,105

2,021,987
1,079,648

$

2,897,548 $

3,101,635

Fundraising activities
The Society received $509,211 (2014 - $381,924) in sponsorships and donations from corporations.
The Society did not incur any fundraising expenses.

15.

Comparative figures
The financial statements for the prior year have been reclassified, where applicable, to conform
to the presentation used in the current year. The changes do not affect prior year earnings.
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Schedules of Technical Programs

Schedule 1

Years ended August 31,

2015
Technical
luncheons
Revenue
Expenses
Excess (deficiency)
of revenue
over expenses

Gussow
conference

Continuing
education

$ 265,606
284,208

$ 143,823
119,666

$ 241,295
148,371

$

17,620
8,032

$ 361,297
$ 257,379

$ 1,029,641
817,656

$ (18,602)

$

$

$

9,588

$ 103,918

$ 211,985

24,157

92,924

Technical
divisions

Other
conferences

Total

2014
Technical
luncheons
Revenue
Expenses
Excess of revenue
over expenses

Gussow
conference

Continuing
education

$ 327,056
317,526

$ 134,044
61,502

$ 238,604
168,340

$

25,350
10,111

$

12,195
6,532

$ 737,249
564,011

$

$

$

$

15,239

$

5,663

$ 173,238

9,530

72,542

70,264

Technical
divisions

Other
conferences

Total
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Schedule 2

Years ended August 31,

2015

Reservoir
Revenue
Expenses
Excess (deficiency) of
revenue over expenses

Website

Geological
Calendar

Bulletin

Total

$

74,099
104,334

$

51,375
9,877

$

89,363
53,040

$

20,019
9,307

$

234,856
176,558

$

(30,235)

$

41,498

$

36,323

$

10,712

$

58,298

2014

Reservoir
Revenue
Expenses
Excess (deficiency) of
revenue over expenses

Website

Geological
Calendar

Bulletin

Total

$

86,004
109,246

$

52,650
4,302

$ 106,694
42,197

$

16,587
10,804

$

261,935
166,549

$

(23,242)

$

48,348

$

$

5,783

$

95,386

64,497
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Schedule 3

Years ended August 31,
Revenue
Memberships
Other revenues
Publications sales

Expenses
Salaries and benefits
Office and other expenses
Finance
Executive
Amortization and loss on disposition of capital assets
Memberships

Deficiency of revenue over expenses

$

2015

2014

261,129
56,322
14,764

264,553
66,446
12,032

332,215

343,031

580,360
230,367
56,766
30,609
19,864
787

517,510
235,845
51,773
61,194
21,140
7,347

918,752

894,809

(586,538)

$

(551,778)

